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THE SHARK LIVER OIL INDUSTRY ALONG THE MEXICAN PACIFIC COAST 


Shark oil has been produced along the west coast of Mexico in considerable quantities 
for many decades, according to a recent report prepared by Lubert C, Sanderhoff, Vice-Consul 
at the American Consulate, Mazatlan, Sinaloa, Mexico. The oil has been used locally for 
making soap and softening saddle leather for as long as the oldest Indian can remember any- 
thing about it, It was not, however, until very recent years that the importance of shark 
liver oil as a source of vitamin A was appreciated, 


The shark fishing industry mushroomed first along the coast of California, Oregon, 
and Washington; but a "bonanza" shark fishing industry soon put in its appearance along 
the west Mexican coast also, In 1936, certain American interests had experimented with 
shark liver fishing off Ensenada, B, C, After the outbreak of the war in Europe, these 
same interests and others commenced shark fishing off Guaymas, Sonora, and La Paz, B,. C., 
and Mazatldn and other ports in Sinaloa, Steady gains were registered at these points, 
and, in 1941, operations were extended to Acapulco, Guerrero, and Manzanillo, Colima, With 
the entry of the United States into the war, shark fishing along the Mexican Pacific coast 
took on an added significance. 


Consular files show that by 1942, atleast 25 concerns were engaged in the industry 
in Mazatlan and other Sinaloa ports and fishing centers (e.g,, Chametla, Escuinapa, Gua- 
muchil, and Topolobampo), At least 75 boats were engaged by these interests in shark fishing 
off the Sinaloa coast, 


> 


The Departamento de la Marina Nacional has estimated annual shark liver production 
in the Mazatlé&m consular district as follows: 194,0--175 ,000 1bs,; 1941--275,000 lbs,; and 
1942 (to July 31)--385,000 lbs. Consular figures covering exports of: shark livers to the 
United States are subject to discrepancy, since large quantities of shark livers produced 
in Sinaloa are consolidated at Guaymas and there declared at the American Consulate, How- 
ever, over $70,000 worth of shark and other fish livers (over 125,000 lbs,) were declared 
as exports at the Mazatlan Consulate for the months of January - July, 1942, inclusive, 


A very large proportion of the shark fishing operations have been carried out by American 
interests, Almost the entire market for sharkliver oilisin the United States, and purchases 
of livers are carried out almost exclusively by large American companies, 


At the time of writing the report (August 5, 1942), the industry was coping with the 
problem of a recent sharp increase in the Mexican aforo (tax) on shark livers,1/ The aforo 
had been increased to such an extent that, coupled with market conditions in the United 
States, handling of only first-grade livers could be effected profitably, Large inventories 
of second-grade livers were being written off as losses, it was reported, The aforo itself 
was not being absorbed by the large companies purchasing livers, but was being passed on 


+ 


to the fishermen: the companies simply paid less for livers produced, 


United States Government action with respect to (1) limitation on the use of vitamin A, 
(2) price-fixing, and (3) control of the exportation of marine equipment has indirectly 
shaped the shark fishing industry of Mexico, 


Leaders in the shark fishing industry locally aré reported to believe that L-40--the 
order limiting the use of vitamin A--is not working to the advantage of the United States, 
They point out that if a shortage of vitamin A exists in the United States, steps shouldbe 
taken not only to conserve the supply, but to stimulate importation of vitamin-A-yielding 
oils, The argument is made that if the shark fishing industry along the coast of Mexico 
were utilized to the fullest possible extent, no conservation of vitamin A whatsoever would 
be necessary in the United States, 


Marine equipment, including engines, is largely imported fram the United States, Fishing 
gear (nets, lines, and harpoons), as well as such auxiliary equipment as net corks, hooks, 
chains, ropes, and tin cans, are among the types of equipment imported from the United States 
in large quantities, Difficulties in securing equipment from the United States have been 
partially overcome through Mexican initiative, 





/ The aforo is subject to change monthly and is published in the Diario Oficial, Organo del Gobierno 
Constitucional de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos. 
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Some progress has been registered in utilizing Mexican-made fishing gear, No definitely 
satisfactory substitute for net webbing has been developed as yet, Experiments with No, 1 
sisal rope nets are still in the developmental stage; in some quarters, it is believed that 
they will serve if used with glass floats, Sisal rope, made in Mexico, has been used for 
fishing lines, but it has been found suitable only for set lines and not for lead lines, 
Most of the harpoons used locally are Mexican-made, Successful experiments have also been 
made with several fish darts made of cast bronze, and Mexican foundries are presently en- 
gaged in manufacturing these, The Mexicanfisheries are therefore not dependent upon imported 
harpoons, 


Various substitutes for the corks used for floating nets have been tried, Cedar floats 
have been used, but found to be a failure; as soon as they became soaked with water, they 
sank, failing to carry the weight of the net, On the other hand, old beer bottles have 
been utilized and found as good as or better than corks, It is understood that steps are 
now being taken to manufacture glass floats to replace the corks and cedar floats now in 
use, However, the problem of cork substitutes exists only where net fishing, as opposed 
to cimbre or set-line fishing, is practiced, Net fishing is generally restricted to rela- 
tively shallow water, eight or nine fathoms deep, 


Cast net leads have generally been imported from the United States, Difficulties in 
importing them have led to the method of buying used lead in Mexico, and using a mould around 
the ropes for casting leads directly to the lines, There appears to be an ample supply of 
used lead, 


Hooks imported from the United States are not essential to the Mexican fisheries, For 
the soupfin sharks at Ensenada, a small American hook can be used; farther south, the sharks 
are larger and larger hooks are needed, A hook has been developed locally, made of old 
auto springs at a low cost, that is looked upon as superior to American-made hooks, 


Difficulty has been encountered locally in securing galvanizedwire or chains for leaders 
to the hook, To catch the larger fish, it is necessary to use 6 inches of chain for each 
hook--the chain made from No, 8 galvanized wire. The local fisheries appear to be entirely 
dependent upon imported wire or chains and upon imported galvanized swivels for fishing 
lines, 


A considerable number of Mexican-made tin cans for liver containers have been available 
recently, although the shortage of tinplate is now beginning to be felt, Some companies 
are using 50 gallon iron drums for storing livers, 


A large number of boats for shark fishing have been built and are being built in Mexico, 
There are good builders and a sufficient stock of lumber, but no satisfactory nails, The 
nails made in Mexico are not suitable for boats unless a plant were set up locally to galva- 
nize them, Boat building is therefore dependent upon imported nails, 


The shark-liver oil industry in Mexico is a new industry, and displays characteristics 
common to rising and struggling infant industries, Competition and rivalry are intense, 
Until recent months, the market price for shark liver was high, and the industry was flour- 
ishing, At present, a slump has developed, and the air is filled with uncertainty, Most 
shark-liver interests believe this is because of United States limitations on the use of 
vitamin A and price-fixing, 


0-0-0 
COMMERCIAL FISHING SUPERVISED IN THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER BORDERING MINNESOTA AND WISCONSIN 


Commercial fishing in the Mississippi River waters of Wisconsin and Minnesota has been 
conducted under a license system for many years and has been supervised since 1934, accord- 
ing to an article by Stanley A, Apel of the Contract and Commercial Fishing Division, De- 
partment of Conservation, in the August issue of the Wisconsin Conservation Bulletin, 





Excerpts from his article follow: 
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In 1934, the conservation commissions of Wisconsin and Minnesota met and entered into 
a uniform agreement requiring identical laws and regulations for both hook and line and 
commercial fishing in that part of the Mississippi River and Lake Pepin which borders the 
States of Wisconsin and Minnesota, The Wisconsin Conservation Commission order which was 
passed at this meeting is known as Order No, M-4,, which requires that all commercial fishing 
in the Mississippi River bedone under the direct supervision of the Conservation Department, 
There are six wardens supervising approximately 175 Wisconsin fishing crews fishing between 
Prescott and Victory, a distance of 138 miles by river, 


The State of Minnesota also has supervising wardens at various towns on the Minnesota 
side of the river to supervise the commercial fishing operations that are conducted by fishermen 
who are licensed by the State of Minnesota as well as regular conservation wardens who are 
stationed in counties bordering this particular area, While the regular wardens do not 
supervise these commercial fishing operations every day, they do check in on the operations 
of the various fishermen many times during the year, 


Supervising wardens must be present at the scene of all commercial fishing operations, 
Whenever any fisherman decides to fish, he must give the warden previous notice of his in- 
tentions to do so, and also when and where he expects to fish, 


Of 131 species of fish found in the Mississippi River, 26 varieties, exclusive of min- 
nows, are considered rough fish, Of these 26 varieties, the European carp, dogfish and 
garfish are considered the most detrimental to game fish, However, from the commercial 
fishermen's point of view, carp, buffalo and catfish are the most valuable, 


Gill netters catchmany thousands of pounds of carp annually in the river, but they will 
never diminish the supply as the fish they catch average about eight pounds each, are fully 
matured and have spawned at least twice, The reason for catching only large fish is that 
the mesh in the nets they use must be at least seven inches stretch measure, If the present 
regulations permitted a smaller size mesh, the nets would entrap and kill many game fish re- 
sulting in a defeat of the purpose for which these regulations were intended, 


A gill-netting crew consists of the licensee and one helper, Their nets are 100 feet 
long and they will fish about 20 nets at one time, Although some gill netting is done in 
the summertime, the bacteria in the water and the greater activity of the fish is quite 
damaging to the nets; therefore, the majority of the fishing is done in the wintertime, 
the nets being set under the ice, 


When nets are set, the supervising warden is present to see that they are properly 
licensed and set in a legal manner and place, The following morning the nets are raised 
by the fishing crew, and the warden is present to see that all game fish in the net are 
carefully removed and returned to the water, At times, it is necessary to cut a net in 
order to remove a large pickerel which has become badly gilled. Occasionally a large pick- 
erel will become so entangled that the net is twisted so tightly it looks like a rope, 


All rough fish, the largest percentage of which are carp, are removed from the net 
and placed in live bags or boxes, In the wintertime, they are placed in boxes which are 
heated by a kerosene lantern to prevent the fish from freezing, Some of the fishermen pack 
and ship their fish to the Eastern markets, but the majority sell to the local buyers, who 
pay an average of four cents per pound for them, The size of the catch varies considerably, 
but seldom exceeds 2,500 pounds, 


Accurate weekly records are kept by the warden in charge containing such pertinent 
information as total length of nets, number of game fish caught and'released, weight of 
rough fish taken and amount received for the same, 


There are not as many seiners as there are gill netters, However, the seiners catch 
the most fish, They also require more of the wardens' time, Seines of 300 to 3,500 feet 
are used, and hauls of 100,000 pounds of rough fish are sometimes taken, The number of 
game fish caught is also greater and hauls of 5,000 pounds are not infrequent, Occasionally 
when a fisherman has a large amount of game fish in his net and it appears that same of them 
may suffocate, the entire catch of all fish ‘is immediately released, This is most apt to 
happen during periods of extremely warm weather, When a large amount of game fish are known 
to be in a certain locality, seining in that area is prohibited, 
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A seining crew consists of from two to five men, As must fishing is done during the 
summer months at which time the market on fish is very poor, it is necessary to hold the 
fish in live ponds until fall when the price increases with the demand, The average annual 
catch of all rough fish taken with nets in the Mississippi River is 3,000,000 pounds, the 
majority of which are eventually shipped to the eastern cities, 


Under the present regulations, it cannot be expected that all of the undesirable rough 
fish in the Mississippi River will be completely exterminated, However, we can hope that 
they will be held down to such an extent that they will not retard the balance of game fish 
or other types of wild life that inhabit the river. 


When supervising was first required in1934 by the conservation commissions of Wisconsin 
and Minnesota, many of the commercial fishermen objected strenuously to this new procedure, 
At the present time, most of tke fishermen operating in this area are heartily in favor of 
supervision inasmuch as it protects the legitimate operator from unjust criticism by the 
public andat the same time tends to keep the irresponsible fisherman from taking or injuring 
game fish, 


0-0-0 


THE .RELATION BETWEEN VITAMIN A AND VITAMIN D IN CERTAIN ICELANDIC FISH OILS 
By 


Thord Thorbjarnarson and Thorstein Thorsteinsson* 


During the last four years, the authors of this paper have tested a large number of 
fish oils for vitamins A and D, The oils included 55 samples of pure medicinal cod-liver 
oil, 8 samples of pure saithe (pollock) liver oil, 6 samples of alkali-treated and centrifuged 
oil from liver foots, 3 samples of rosefish (redfish) body oil, 8 samples of herring oil, 
and 12 samples of oils of various types all of known origin, 


The vitamin-A potency was determined spectroscopically, the Hilger spectrophotometer 
being used, The vitamin-D potency was determined biologically, by comparison with the inter- 
national standard or the U.S.P, reference cod-liver oil. 


By comparing the two standards it has been found that the U.S,.P, vitamin-D unit is 
much smaller than the international vitamin-D unit, The U.S,P, reference cod-liver oil 
which was claimed to contain95U.S.P. units of vitamin D per gram of oil, was found to contain 
only 75 international units of vitamin D per gram of oil when tested against the inter- 
national standard, We believe these findings to be in agreement with those of many other 
European workers, 


The object of the work presented in this paper was twofold, In the first place, it 
was hoped that a reliable picture of the vitamin-D content of Icelandic fish oils might 
result; and, secondly, an attempt was made to correlate the vitamin-A and/-D content of the 
various types of oil in-question, and to establish a fixed ratio between the vitamin-A and 
/-D content for each type of oil, 


Table I deals with samples of unadulterated medicinal cod-liver oil (Thorskalysi) analyzed 
in 1941. 


The average analyses for all four years from 1938 to 1941 are summarized in Table II, 
From this it will be seen that the mean vitamin-D values range from 200-227 U.S.P. units 
per gram of oil, The means for the A/D ratios range from 7,2-8.2, which tells us that for 
each unit of vitamin DinIcelandic cod-liver oil there should be on the average 7.2-8.2 units 
of vitamin A, 


Upon the whole, the vitamin-D potency of Icelandic cod-liver oils varies considerably, 
as also does the vitamin-A potency, The lowest figure obtained for vitamin D during the 
present investigation was 100 U.S,.P, units per gram of oil and the highest 375 U.S.P. units, 
The A/D ratio for individual samples also veries greatly, but fairly good agreement was 
found between the A/D ratios for samples from the same fishing center (cf, Akranes samples 
in Table I), 


*Summary of article in Report Oe Gheestaestis Research concerning the Icelandic fish industry, Vol. IV, 
published by The Fisheries Association of Iceland. 
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TABLE I ~ Vitamin Values of Icelandic Cod®-Liver Oil, 1941 
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Deviation 
Sample Barrelsf Date of Area of |U.S.P. units per gram a/D from 
Yumber (193 kilos| Production | Production | Vitamin Vitamin ratio| the mean 
each) D A of A/D ratios 
‘Rumber Percent 
107 “FH  |Jan. 1-Febd. 8 - 175 1600 9.1 + il. 
109 166 - Westman 155 1440 9.3 + 13.4 
Islands +i. 
110 - Jan.-Feb. Faxa Bay 160 1040 6.5 - 27 
lll 616 Feb. &Mar.31 - 175 1700 9.7 + 18.3 
112 900 Apr. l-dpr. 5 - 185 1720 22 + 13.4 
113 - - - 250 2080 3 + Le 
115 287 Jan. 13-Feb.11 |Akranes 185 1085 5.9 - 28.9 
116 100 Feb.11-Feb. 2 « 195 1420 7-3 - 11.9 
11 100 Feb. 20-Mar. 8 “ 195 1480 = = 7.3 
ll 100 Mar. 8-Mar.17 " 190 1 el = le? 
119 200 Mar.ljJ-Apr. 3 |° " 265 1 7-1 - 13-4 
12 100 Apr. 3-Apr.17 sd 285 2000 7.9 - 14. 
126 100 Apr. 17-May 15 sd 340 2540 7.5 - 6.5 
1a 922 Apr. 5-May 27 - 230 19240 w.4 + 2.4 
123 340 - - 230 1920 8.3 > te 
124 - - - 160 1360 8.5 3.7 
127 700 May 28-Aug.12 - 220 2080 9.5 15.9 
130 - ~ Austurland 105 1048 10.0 + 21.9 
133 750 Sevt.13-Oct.17 - 190 15 8.2 ae 
Mean 205 1054 5.2 


























* "Thorskur" - Gadus callarias. 


TABLE II - Mean Vitamin Values of Icelandic Cod-Liver Oil, 1938-1941 














U.S.P, units per gram 
Year Samples Vitamin Vitamin A/D 
A D ratio 
Number 

1938 6 1711 227 ta? 
1939 12 1358 200 Tie 
91,0 18 1579 214 7.8 
1941 19 1654 205 8.2 

















Table III deals with samples of pure pollock (saithe, coalfish) Gadus virens liver oil, 


nere 


U,S.P, 


the mean vitamin-D value is 401 U.S,.P., units per gram of oil, 
14.8, or almost double the figure for cod-liver oil, 





The mean A/D ratio is 


The really interesting fact about the 
A/D ratios is that they show remarkably good agreement no matter whether the oil contains 
14,000 or 2,600 U.S.P, units of vitamin A per gram of oil, 


The sample containing 14,000 
units of vitamin A per gram of oil was prepared from a few livers from very large 


fish and it is doubtful whether it could be reproduced; it is, therefore, a freak sample, 
It serves, however, to show that the A/D ratio for pollock liver oil remains very nearly 


constant even in the case of exceptionally large fish, 


The sample containing 2,600 U.S.P. 


units of vitamin A per gram of oil represents a batch of oil rendered from the livers of 


immature fish, 


oil and would obviously affect the A/D ratio of the latter, 





Pollock liver oil of this type is normally used for blending with cod-liver 





TABLE III - Vitamin Values of Icelandic Pollock® Liver 0il, 1938-19 
2 SES SS 









































Devietion 
Sample Barrels Date of Area of U.S.P. units per gram a/D from 
Number (193 kilos Production Production Vitamin Vitamin| ratio the mean 
each) a D of A/D ratios 
Number Percent 
3 “300 1938 - 5000 400 12.5 = 15.5 
12 240 " - 5100 390 13.1 - 11.5 
33 100 1939 - 5700 350 16.3 + 10.1] 
40 176 " - 5700 365 15.6 + 54 
75 Experimental April 1940 |Westman Islands | 14000 380 15.9 nF 
30 March 1940 - 5800 370 15.7 ee | 
10 80 Jan. 1- - 4000 250 16.0 ee | 
Feb.8, *40 
149 50 Oct. 1941 |Eystrahorn 2600 200 13.0 «25.9 
Mean 5976 401 14.8 
"Saithe or Coalfish - “Wisi - Gadus virens. 
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Table IV deals with alkali-treated (lutsodid lysi) and centrifuged oil (skilid lysi), 
Both these types of oil are produced from liver foots, the first by alkaline hydrolysis and 
the second by prolonged heating under atmospheric pressure and subsequent centrifuging, 
Both types of oil are characterized by a very high vitamin-A content, but the vitamin-D 
content does not appear to be materially higher than in corresponding medicinal cod-liver 
oil, The A/D ratio is much higher than that for ordinary medicinal cod-liver oil, Variations 
in the A/D ratio are very great, probably because the liver foots contain varying amounts 
of oil which would affect the ratio, 

















































TABLE iV ~ Vitamin Values of Alkali-treated and Centrifuged Icelandic Cod-Liver 0il, 1 38-1941 
es pana viation 
Semple Barrels Date of Area of U.S.P. units per gram} A/D from 
Number Treatment (193 kilos | Production | Production Vitamin Vitamin] ratio = mean 
each A D of A/D rati 
Number Percent 2 
23 ©=| Alkali-treated “BI5 ~—s- | April 1938 - 100 330 | 8.2 - 2.7 
35 Centrifuged - 1939 Season | Westman 335 8.5 - %1 
Islands 
nl * 200 1 : ® 3800 20 115.2 + 32.2 
1 Alkali-treated 460 1941 - 4 245 | 9.6 a ie 
12 ° ” 250 ~~ 7 ‘“ - 27 220 |12.6 + at 
PU. <0, 
131 « . 350 1941 ~ 2040 140 |14.6 + 27.0 
+ Mean | 2768 4 [11.5 










Table V deals with rosefish (redfish) body oil. 
U.S.P, units of vitamin D per gram of oil, the A/D ratio is 8,3, 










The oil contains on the average 88 
































TABLE V ~ Vitamin Values of Rosefish (Redfish*) Body Oil, 1938-1939 
Barrels -S.F. units per gram 

Sample (193 kilos Date of Area of Vitamin Vi tanin a/D 
Number each Production Production A D ratio 
Runber = 

2 - Summer 1938 ~ - 77 Fe 

24 200 oe Patreksf jordur 875 100 8.7 

44 o e 61939 Mg 700 88 8.0 

Mean 787 88 8.3 















* “Karfi" - Sebastes marinus. 












Table VI deals with herring oil, The vitamin-D potency of this oil. appears to be fairly 
constant, but tends to decrease with increased fat content of the fish, The average vitamin- 
D content was 42 U.S.P, units per gram of oil, Vitamin A wes only determined in a few of the 
herring oil samples, chiefly because in some cases it is extremely difficult to carry out 
the estimation spectroscopically, 













































TABLE VI - Vitamin Values of Icelandic Herring® Oil, 1938-1940 
U.S.P. units per gram 
Sample Quan tity Date of Area of Vitamin Vitamin 
Nuaber Production Production A D ratio 
Tons 
9 a 2 as Summer 1938 Seydisfjordur - 57 - 
50 - ang. 21-Sept. 9, | Skalfjordur 120 44 2.7 
1939 
51 - July 4-10, 1939 | Skagafjordur, 115 32 3.6 
Grimsey 
52 450 1939 Raufarhofn 120 38 3.2 
92 - Summer 1940 - - 44 ~ 
93 - July 15-28, 1940 - - 39 - 
94 - July 29-Sept. 1, - ° 40 ° 
1940 
95 - Sept. 815, 1940 - - 44 - 
Mean 118 42 3.2 











*Sild” — Clupea harengus. 
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In Table VII are listed the relative vitamin A and D values of a miscellaneous group 


oils 


TABLE VII - Vitamin Values of Miscellaneous Icelandic Oils 

















nternational units -SeP. units per gram a/p 
Humber Date 0il per gram Vitamin Vi tamin 
Vitamin D A D ratio 
Apr. 11, 1938 | Capelin body oil — i . <8 = 
" " " *. 

mantiie 1938 U.S.P. reference cod liver oil B} 75, 3000 95 31.6 
Jan. 15, 1941 . > yo Manste. 100 1700 115 14.8 
No. 2 
| July 8, 1938 | Cod viscera oil 250 60000 315 190.5 
| July 15, 1938 | Whale body oil — 10 100 a 22 - 
| July 11, 1939 | Rosefish liver oil 380 16500 480 34.4 
| Sept. 18, 1939 | Herring viscera oil 70 256 88 2.9 
|\Nov. 4, 1939 Halibut oil - 220000 5000 44.0 
ee « " ° 100000 2800 35.7 
1 Mae Squid fat ) - 0 - 
Oct. 29, 1940 | "Herring feed" oil 0 - 0 - 
jJan. 2, 1941 Cod-liver oil stearine - 700 95 74 
i o4~~— 
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CRITICAL SELECTIVE SERVICE FOOD PROCESSING CLASSIFICATIONS 


On September 16, Lewis B, Hershey, Director of the Selective Service System, issued 
ipational Bulletin No, 20, the text of which follows: 


The War Manpower Commission has certified that Food Processing is an activity es- 
sential to the support of the war effort, 


This bulletin covers the following essential activities as listed in the amendment 
to Local Board Release No, 115: 


(a) Food Processing: Fishing, meat packing and slaughtering, production of butter, 
cheese, condensed and evaporated milk, canned and cured fish, canned and 
dried fruits and vegetables, canned soups, fruit and vegetable juices, flour 
and other grain mill products, prepared feeds for animals and fowls, starch, 
cereals, baking powder, rice, bread and other bakery products, sugar, leavening 
compounds, corn syrup and edible fats and oils, 




















3. The following list of occupations in food processing are occupations requiring 
a reasonable degree of training, qualification, or skill to perform the duties 
involved, It is the purpose of this list to set forth the important occupations 
in food processing which mst be filled by persons capable of performing the duties 
involved, in order that the ectivity may maintain efficient production, This list 
is confined to those occupations which require six months or more of training and 
preparation, 


4. In classifying registrants employed in these activities, consideration should be 
given to the following: 


(a) The training, qualification, or skill required for the proper discharge of 
the duties involved in his occupation; 


(bo) the training, qualification, or skill of the registrant to engage in his 
occupation; and 


(c) the availability of persons with his qualifications or skill, or who can be 
trained to his qualification, to replace the registrant and the time in which 
such replacement can be made, 
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CRITICAL OCCUPATIONS IN FOOD PROCESSING 

































































Accountant, Cost Foreman, Food Processing 

Acid Neutralizer, Corn Products (This title coversforemen who are actu- 
Bacteriologist ally engaged in supervisory duties in con- 
Baker (All Around) nection with the manufacture, dehydration 
Blacksmith (All Around) or other processing of food products; must 
Blender, Flour exercise independent judgment and assume 
Butcher (All Around) extensive responsibility for product or 
Captain, Fishing Vessel equipment, It does not include straw 
Carpenter (All Around) bosses or laboring gang foremen, ) 
Cheese Maker Formula Maker 

Chemist Kosher Cutter 

Churn and Milk Man Lard Maker 

Condensor Operator, Milk Lard Refiner 

Cook, Meat Packing & Food Processing Machinist (All Around) 

Cooper (All Around) Maneger, Employment and Personnel 

Converter Man, Corn Products Manager or Superintendent, Production Food 
Coppersmith Processing 

Corn-O0il Extractor Mash Man, Yeast 

Culture Man, Cheese Mechanic, Automotive 

Diesel Engine Operator, Stationery Mechanic, Maintenance 

Draw-off Man Mechanic, Refrigerating 

Drier Operator, Dairy Mill Operator, Grains and Cereals 
Egg-Drying Supervisor Millwright 

Electrician (All Around) Pasteurizer 

Engineer, Chief Marine Pipe Fitter 

Engineer, Professional and Technical Refractometer Operator 

Evaporator Operator, Canning Roll Tender 

Fish Culturist Smutter, Grain and Feed 

Fish Inspector Standardizer, Cheese 

Flake Miller, Cereals Stationary Engineer 





Tub Tester, Canned Fruits and Vegetables 
Vatman, Dairy 
Wheat Runner 


(Items probably pertaining tothe fishing industry have been underlined by the Editor, ) 


0-0-0 


FELLOWSHIPS AWARDED PERUVIANS 


Fellowships for a period of 12 months have been awarded by the Director of the Fish 
and Wildlife Service to Mr, Jose Luis de Cossio of Miraflores, Peru, and to Mr, Humberto 
Lopez Cavero of Lima, Peru, Mr, de Cossio arrived in Washington, D, C., by airplane during 
September to begin his studies, and Mr, Lopez Cavero is to arrive early in October, Mr, 
de Cossio will study fishery economics at\the Service's Fishery Technological Laboratory at 
College Park and at the Market News offices inthe great fishing centers of the United States; 
and Mr, Cavero is to study fishery technology at the College Park Laboratory and will also 
study modern processing, refrigeration, and manufacturing processes at fishing establishments 
and plants in various parts of the country, 


Considerable interest in these fellowships has developed in the various American Re- 
publics and additional inquiries and applications are being received, The fellowships are 
awarded under Public Law355 (approved August 9,1939) as a part of the program of the Govern- 
ment of the United States of America for cooperation with the other American Republics, 
Through them, the United States Department of the Interior offers an opportunity to qualified 
students from the several American countries to obtain instruction and practical field and 
laboratory experience in various branches of fishery science under the direction of the 
Fish and Wildlife Service, 


Fellowships in the various branches of fishery science are of the in-service training 
type, and those students appointed are detailed to the fish hatcheries, biological or tech- 
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nological laboratories, or administrative or field offices of the Fish and Wildlife Service, 
The practical research training may be supplemented by formal course-work at universities 
or colleges selected by the Service in accordance with the needs of the student, 


Since the objective of the fellowships is to provide sufficient technical and practical 
training to enable the student to conduct productive work in the conservation, administration, 
or utilization of fishery resources upon his return to his own country, the research training 
and formal instruction is adapted to his individual interests, needs, and abilities inso- 
far as possible, 


Fellowships are awarded in five branches of fishery science: 


Fish Culture (artificial propagation and stocking) 
Aquiculturé (investigation, improvement, ahd management of fisheries of lakes and 
streams) 
Fishery Biology (studies of the abundance, distribution, life history, and manage- 
ment of commercial fishes and fisheries) 

Fishery Economics (production statistics and economics ofmarketing and consumption 
of fish) 

Fishery Technology (preservation and processing of fish, manufacture of byproducts, 
and studies of nutritive values) 


Formal instruction and in-service training covers such particular phases of the five 
general subject enumerated as the interests and needs of the individual student may require, 
Further information regarding these fellowships may be had by writing to the United States 
Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, D, -C, 


0-0-0 


HEARINGS ON ALASKA FISHERY REGULATIONS FOR 1943 TO BE OMITTED 


For a number of years past it hasbeen the custom to hold public hearings to enable those 
in the industry and others concerned to express their views with regard to changes which they 
considered as necessary in the regulations for the fisheries of Alaska--these changes to be 
effective in the ensuing year, 


Because of the war, the difficulties of transportation, and other matters, it has been 
determined as impracticable by Ira N, Gabrielson, Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service, 
to conduct such hearings either in Alaska, at Seattle, or other points on the Pacific Coast, 
in the fall of 1942 to consider possible modifications of the regulations to be effective in 
1943. 


In the circumstances, it has been decided to give all persons interested an opportunity 
to file briefs or written statements concerning any such changes which they feel should be 
made effective in the regulations for 1943. These statements will be received at the Office 
of the Director of the Fishand Wildlife Service, Merchandise Mart ,Chicago, Illinois, through 
December 31, 1942. 


SUBSTITUTES STUDY EMBRACES OYSTER CONTAINERS 


Due to curtailment in offshore fisheries and open-market scarcity of canned fish, oysters 
are destined to play a greater role in the nation's diet, according to food technologists 
of the Division of Fishery Industries of the Service, 


Despite this, however, and an anticipated production of about 90,000,000 pounds of fresh 
oysters during the season which opened on Tuesday, September 1, the shellfish packers were 
not happy, Instead, they were gravely concerned over tin and container shortage facing 
their industry which, in 1941, put up almost 600,000 standard cases of fresh shucked and 
smoked oysters, worth close to $3,000,000, 


Threatened by limitations orders--on tin and steel, paraffin, rubber, cellophane--in 
the packaging of food products, and foreseeing a dearth of container materials, representa- 
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tives of the oyster industry in cooperation with allied branches of the fishing industry, 
recently called this problem to Congressional attention, 


As a result of hearings before Congressman S, 0, Bland, Crairman of the House Committee 
on Merchant Marine and Fisheries, current appropriations to tie Division of Fishery Indus- 
tries of the Fish and Wildlife Service were increased by the sum of $172,000. This was 
done to permit an extensive studyof the applicability of substitute materials and containers 
in the processing and packaging of fishery products, Because of the fact that the oyster 
industry is just entering into production for the 1942-43 season, and will no doubt be affected 
by existing limitations orders within a relatively short time after the season gets under 
way, particular attention is being paid by the Service's technologists to the question of 
suitable containers for use by the oyster industry, 


The money became available in July, but because of the difficulty and time required 
in getting additional personnel for the overall program, the Division immediately assigned 
some of its existing personnel to studies on the subject, To date, a considerable variety 
of non-metallic containers and materials have been tested to determine their water-resistance 
properties and durability, in contact with liquids inside and outside, Some of these Lave 
been found to possess essential properties, and the investigation now goes into the experi- 
mental shipping phase, In this, oysters will be shipped to various points in the country 
to test them under commercial shipping conditions in order to determine their further suit- 
ability. 


Similar tests are being made with respect to finding suitable substitute containers 
for fresh-cooked crab meat, shrimp, and fresh fillets, all of which are packed in tin during 
normal times, The general research program on substitute materials, to be discussed in 
detail in a subsequent issue, includes also, investigation of various types of plate of 
lesser or no tin content for use in canned fishery products and studies to find suitable 
substitutes for manila rope, hemp, burlap and other essential materials no longer available 
to fishermen and fish processers as a result of the war, 


PROGRESS IN TECHNOLOGY--AUGUST 


War-born demands have cut fresh patterns to shape the work of Service fishery tech- 
nologists, New problems, and old ones with new significance, have come from industry; and 
increasing dependence has been placed upon our scientists for their solution, 


Thus, while the technological work previously planned had been in line with defense 
efforts, and much of it proved directly applicable to current industrial wants, this was 
not enough, This work has now been further extended, adjusted, and adapted better to meet 
present war needs and to anticipate future ones, The Service's entire technological staffs 
in its four laboratories at College Park, Md., Seattle, Wash,, and Ketchikan, Alaske, and 
Mayaguez, P,.R,, is currently geared to investigation dealing wholly with war-winning effort, 


So that other technologists, within and outside the fishing industry, may be apprized 
of progress in our various studies and perhaps be guided somewhat in their own pursuits 
along these lines, it is proposed that the FISHERY MARKET NEWS carry this information, from 
time to time, in the form of unrelated paragraphs headed "Progress In Technology". 


College Park, Md, -- When subjected to the action of water and ice & weakness common 
to all fiber containers, except those heavily waxed, is found in the adhesive which binds 
the laminations together, This adhesive is softened in the presence of water and allows 
the containers to unwind to some extent, All types of containers tested in connection with 
the pasteurization of crab meat were extremely soft at the heating period and several were 
falling apart, Cellophane bags apparently were unharmed, 





In rat-feeding tests to determine the nutritive value of the protein of lake and sea 
herring, the gross gain in weight per gram of protein was2,56and 2,68 respectively, for 
lake and sea herring as compared with 2,39 for beef, Apparent digestibility was approxi- 
mately 90 percent in each case, 
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The average value of vitamin B, obtained from fresh, uncooked Spanish mackerel was 170 
micrograms per 100 grams, 


At the conclusion of rat and chick growth tests with diets containing starfish meal 
as @ protein supplement, hens were continued on the best diet--one part starfish protein 
to 3 parts pilchard meal, Nitrogen determination of feces collected during the test showed 
digestibility of the starfish protein te be high even in groups showing poor growth, 


A cutting of experimental packs of menhaden indicates that a modification of the Cali- 
fornia sardine style in tomato sauce offered the best possibilities of success, 


Following a survey of the Maine fish canning industry and development of a research 
program experimental packs of Maine herring were prepared at Eastport, 


A study of the effect of cooking temperature on the palatibility of fish was begun, A 
manuscript, "Wartime Preparation of Fish", was completed for editing, 


Studies are in progress on ways and means of filtering and drying Irish Moss extracts 
and their use as bacterial media, 


The brominated esters of the higher unsaturated sixteen carbon atom acids of menhaden 
oil are more easily separated into the low and high melting fractions than are the brominated 
acids, Bromide determinations indicate that the derivatives are hexabromopalmitic acid, 
Upon debromination a hexadecatrienoic acidis obtained fromeach fraction, Bromination studies 
indicate there are no polyenoic acids with less than sixteen carbon atans, 


Seattle, Wash, -- Clip samples from anyone portion of dogfish livers will not be repre- 
sentative of the whole liver's oil or vitamin-A content but either one of the lobes will, 





A preliminary study of the destruction of vitaminA by heat indicates that, in the absence 
of air, vitamin A is stable at a temperature of 100° C, 


Minced sole livers, stored under an aldehyde coagulant for 3 weeks at 36° C., resulted 
in destruction of 10 percent of the vitamin A, Under the same conditions, vitamin A in dog- 
fish livers was not destroyed, 


Samples of dogfish liver oil, stored in the presence of light,lost nearly 80 percent of 
their vitamins after 300 days, So far as the subsequent storage of the extracted oil in the 
presence of light is concerned the samples show, within the limits of experimental error, 
that the stability of vitaminA in the extracted oil is not affected by the acidity, alkalinity 
or the temperature at which the livers were digested over a considerable range, 


Continuation of an attempt to develop a method for measuring vitamin-A stability showed 
that the rate of oxidation ofanoil increases continuously with the rate of air bubbling for 
all measurable rates, and that the reaction has a high temperature coefficient, 


Whole lamprey eels contained 32 percent oil and 567,000 units of vitamin A per pound of 
lamprey, Seven percent of the oil and 46 percent of the vitamin were found in the viscera 
less the liver, The vitamin results are less than one-half those obtained on specimens 
tested four years ago, 
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Ketchikan, Alaska, -- Experiments on smoking dressed, split, and brined salmon without 
prior drying yielded an excellent smoked product from coho, king, and pink salmon, Elimination 
of the drying stage simplifies the smoking process and the product obtained is especially 
suitable for canning, 





A comprehensive series of frozen pink salmon were prepared for test, previous experiments 
having indicated this species being the most difficult of the salmon to hold in cold-storage, 
Particular attention will be given to glaze protection of packaged fish, 


Because of the season experiments on the utilization of southeastern Alaska butter clams 
were temporarily discontinued, 


0-0-0 
THE VALUE OF DOGFISH MEAL AS A PROTEIN SUPPLEMENT 


During 1941, 1,500 tons of dogfish-livers were landed at Pacific Coast ports for manu- 
facture into vitamin-A liver oils, The carcasses of the dogfish taken if utilized, would 
have produced some 3,000 tons of dogfish meal, 


Because of the need for high-grade protein supplements in animal feeding, and the fact 
that a number of commercial dogfish-meal samples had been found to have very little value 
as protein feeds for chicks, cooperative experiments were undertaken by the Seattle Tech- 
nological Laboratory of the Fish and Wildlife Service and the Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
tion, State College of Washington, at Pullman, to determine the factors influencing the 
nutritive value of meals prepared from dogfish carcasses, A summary of the findings indicate 
the following: 


The similarly poor results obtained with commercial meals, generally prepared by dry 
rendering, and experimental dry process meals, establish the limitation of the dry process 
for manufacturing dogfish meals, 


Certain of the experimental meal samples made by a wet process have shown relatively 
high apparent gross protein values, based on (N x 6.25). When a corrected protein content 
of the meals is calculated by correcting for the urea and basic nitrogen content, the gross 
value of the protein of the wet process meals shows it to be equal in quality to that of 
the favored fish meals generally used, 


Chicks fed a chick starter made with wet process dogfish meal grew as well and utilized 
feed more efficiently than chicks fed similar diets made with high quality pilchard meal 
and soybean meal, 


Wet process dogfish meals treated with formaldehyde as a preservative showed no sig- 
nificant difference in value from an untreated meal, Use of formaldehyde as a coagulant 
showed a tendency to reduce the gross protein value, although the average effect noted on 
several samples was not significant, The formaldehyde content of the treated meal samples 
showed a direct correlation with the amount of formaldehyde used in treating the samples, 


The urea content of the wet process dogfish meals is not detrimental to the feeding 
value of the meals except as it affects the usual determination of protein content, 


No relationship is apparent between basic nitrogen fractions and the gross protein 
value of the meals, 


The average protein (N x 6.25) content of the commercial and dry process dogfish meals 
was 77.3 percent, The average protein content of the wet process dogfish meals was 67,5 
percent, Unadulterated dogfish meals of exceptionally high protein content, (N x 6.25) 
especially with a high urea content, are likely to be dry process meals, 





The investigation is reported in detail in The Value of Dogfish Meal as a Protein Supple- 
. S, Hamm, Bulle 
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cal Paper), State College of Washington, Agricultural Experiment Station, Pullman, Washington, 
July 1942, Copies may be obtained upon request to the Agricultural Experiment Station, 
Pullman, Washington, or to the Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, D, C, 


A NOTE ON DRAFT DEFERMENT IN FISHERY INDUSTRIES 


A discussion on draft deferment and the problem faced by potential draftees and their 
employers in making adequate representations to the local draft boards was published in the 
July issue of Fishery Market News,1/ Since this article appeared, many inquiries have been 
received regarding Form 42-A which employers have been utilizing in seeking deferment for 
employees who are registrants, 








Many fishermen who operated independently believed they were not in a position to fill 
out this form asking for deferment fram Selective Service, since they had no employer, Fish- 
ermen reported that this attitude was taken by many draft boards, which disregarded such 
forms submitted by the registrants themselves, In addition, same of these men hesitated to 
ask for deferment for themselves for fear they would be termed slackers or draft evaders, 
This situation extends quite widely into many fisheries, inasmuch as self-employed fishermen 
are in a majority, A large number considered themselves at a disadvantage since, because 
they had no employer and operated independently, they received no consideration, 


It would be unfortunate if independent fishermen who are heavy producers do not receive 
consideration for draft deferment, Consequently, independent fishermen who believe their 
efforts essential to the country's welfare are urged to submit Form 42 or 42-A to their 
local draft boards and insist on their consideration, 


Word was received recently from the National Headquarters of the Selective Service 
System which indicates that Forms42 and42-A have been revised and were re-issued on September 
15. The use of the new Form 42-A is expected for registrants who are individual owners or 
operators, as well as by employers of registrants, Under specific instructions on DSS Form 
42-A, if a registrant owns and operates his own business, he is to fill out this form hin- 
self when asking for deferment, Under the item "Name of Company" on the revised fom is 
included "Corporation, partnership, individual--if self-employed, so state", Form 42-A 
should be utilized by the fishing industry, whether by the individual or by the large unit, 

f the items on 42-A are not applicable, Form 42 may be used, supported by any additional 
information available, These forms may be obtained from local draft boa~ds, 


sectional Marketina Reviews 





FISHERIES OF THE CHESAPEAKE BAY STATES 


Commercial fishery activities in Virginia are in a turbulent state, brought about by 
general wartime conditions, according to a recent report of the Service's representatives 
in that area, Estimates indicate that there has been a reduction of approximately 40 percent 
in the number of active fishermen as compared with 1941 through loss of men to the armed 
forces and to war industries, Except for tinplate restrictions, fishermen in this area 
have no worries about normal continuation of fishing operatiqns, The question of rope and 
netting, etc,, has not yet become critical; "war rope", for example, is beginning to be 
used fairly successfully, One operator, on the York River, has used galvanized chicken 
wire rather extensively for leaders for his large fyke nets but has had difficulty securing 
additional supplies, 


Few boats have been taken from tne Chesapeake area by the Navy, A number of the units 
of the fishing fleet have recently been surveyed for this purpose, however, 


The menhaden fleet with headquarters in the Reedville area formerly has taken a large 
percentage of its catch off the Atlantic Coast, Under wartime conditions, it has been found 
almost impossible to operate in these waters and, as & result, the fleet has been restricted 
to fishing in Chesapeake Bay, Shortly after the opening of the season, several large catches 





l/ "Draft Deferment in Fishery Industries", July, 1942, pp. 3-6. Available without charge upon applica- 
tion to the Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior, Washington, DB. C. 
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were made, however, fish became scarce and nearly all of the menhaden factories were forced 
to shut down, Most of the larger and newer boats departed for New Jersey and Long Island 
to fish there, Several vessels in the menhaden fleet have been surveyed for use by the 
Navy, and some already have been taken, 


Trawlers, also restricted in their operations, have been largely inactive, The deep- 
sea pound-net fishermen, operating out of the Chincoteague Island, Willis Wharf, and Virginia 
Beach, report an unusually poor season, During May and June, seiners had one of the greatest 
harvests of croakers in their whole history, Catches were unusually large in the vicinity 
of Saxis Island, 


Several months ago, a firm at Irvington, Virginia, began supplying large quantities 
of dressed croakers to the armed forces, These fish are prepared by removing the heads 
so as to cut off the pectoral fins, then eviscerated, and thoroughly scaled, 


It is reported that the catch of crabs in Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries has been 
very successful this season, Prices paid the fishermen have been high, with the Crisfield 
plants paying as much as $14 per 100-pound barrel of hard crabs, Except for a brief period, 
they have not been less than $4 a barrel, Peelers have been 3 cents each to the fishermen, 
The usual early spring run of small peelers around Tangier Sound did not occur this year, 


The catch of alewives (river herring) along the Virginia side of the Bay was very light 
last spring, In Lancaster and Northumberland Counties, the heavy producing section, price 
held up to $10 per thousand fish all through the season, although they have gone as low 
as $1 in previous years, The catch along the Maryland side of the Bay is never as large 
as on the western shore in Virginia, buta fairly good catch on the Maryland side--especially 
on the upper eastern shore--has been reported, 


Considering the Bay in its entirety, the catch of shad was very good as compared with 
recent years, but the price was low probably because of Hudson River production, Fishermen 
reported that they saw more shad in the Nanticoke River this season than for many years, 


The Ocean City, Maryland, pound nets have had a fairly good season: recently they 
were catching butterfish and thimble-eye mackerel, the former bringing about 7 cents per 
pound and the latter about 24 cents, 


In the lower part of Lancaster and Northumberland Counties during this past spring, 
an unusually large amount of menhaden and croakers were taken, where normally only alewives 
(river herring) and shad are caught, At that time of year, the weather is normally rather 
cool, and these fish can be very well preserved for canning purposes, Since a number of 
the canneries are already prepared for the canning of river herring and river herring roe, 
it is possible that they may be able to can menhaden in rather large quantities next spring, 
provided the fish occur in this area again and a satisfactory market can be found for the 
product, 


TEXAS SHRIMP DECLINE IN SIZE WITH OPENING OF INSHORE WATERS 


During August, the shrimp caught in the Galveston area ran about 20 to 25 to the pound, 
heads off, according to the New Orleans Fishery Market News office, The quantity of this 
size of shrimp in that region usually decreases about September and small shrimp begin to 
appear in the catch, The change in size is due to inshore waters opening for fishingon 
September 1, Large quantities of small and medium shrimp are taken then, the first of the 
new large and jumbo shrimp entering the catch in October, 


Practically no shrimp were landed in Port Lavaca in August as the inshore waters have 
been closed to fishing, The season in that area opened September 1, Usually, at this 
season of the year, Port Lavaca shrimp tend to be predominately small and medium, about 
33 count and smaller, The size gradually increases until it reaches 25 count by October, 
Production in the Port Lavaca area this fall will depend to a great extent on the emont 
of time that the inshore fishing area in Matagorda Bay is affected by Army operations, 


Practically all of the shrimp in these areas is frozen as soon as it is landed, The 
primary reason for this appears to be that the dealers are so remote from the raw markets 
that it is difficult for them to make arrangements to market their production fresh, As 4 


result, they freeze most of their production and sell it later, 
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FISHERIES OF WASHINGTON 


On September 1, the International Fisheries Commission announced that the halibut season 
in Area 3 would be closed at midnight on September 25 except for incidental catches in the 
set-line fishery for scrap fish, Although the 19/1 season in Area 3 closed on September 14, 
the current season is the shortest in the history of the fishery, since the opening date was 
15 days later than in previous years, 


In the second week in September, most of the Seattle fleet returning with trips made 
their deliveries to Prince Rupert in order to return to the banks for a final trip before 
the halibut season closed, Exceptionally high prices to the fishermen and the elimination 
of the "layover" time attracted many Seattle vessels to sell at Prince Rupert also in August 
rather than make the four-day longer trip into Seattle and return, 


On September 10, the fall season for gill net salmon fishing opened in the Columbia River, 
Catches the first few days were taken in volume comparable with the record catch during the 
same period a year ago, A large percentage of the king or chinook salmon arrivals at Seattle 
during the week ending September 12 were from Columbia River gill net catches, 


Reports on the Northwest albacore tuna fishery indicate that the current season has been 
quite successful, although the albacore tuna run disappeared during the second week in Sep- 
tember and this fishery may be terminated for the current year, Oregon landings during 
July totaled 2,117,000 pounds as compared with 820,000 pounds during the same month a year 
ago, and 2,589,000 pounds during July 1940, Landings during August continued in fair volume 
and appeared to approximate the August 1941 total of 5,660,000 pounds, 


By mid-September, receipts of troll-caught salmon at Seattle dropped off materially, 
and a large number of the trollers completed their salmon fishing for the season, 


During the first two weeks in September, receipts of soupfin shark and dogfish livers 
were negligible and no effort was made to engage in this fishery since there appeared to be 
little demand for high vitamin fish livers at present, Prices offered for these livers have 
not encouraged fishermen to enter this fishery, A year ago there was considerable activity 
in the fishery for soupfin sharks when buyers offered fram $3.00 to $6.00 per pound for their 
livers, 


An outstanding development starting August 21 was the unusual run of sockeye salmon in 
the purse-seine areas of Puget Sound, This run is reported to have eclipsed all previous 
runs since 1913, and canneries were so swamped with salmon that the boats were placed on a 
limit of 2,000 fish per trip. During this exceptional run, it is estimated over 1,500,000 
sockeye salmon were delivered to canneries by August 31, for which the fishermen received 
a price of 1§ cents per pound or over one dollar per fish, Many fishermen shered over a 
thousand dollars during the last week in August in this fishery, Approximately 225,000 
pounds of sockeye salmon have been reported frozen for canning as soon as facilities permit, 


Fresh Fish Trade 





NEW ENGLAND VESSELS LAND 424 MILLION POUNDS DURING JULY 


During July, landings by fishing vessels at the ports of Boston and Gloucester, Mas- 
sachusetts, and Portland, Maine, totaled 42,597,823 pounds, valued at $2,032,934. This 
represented a decrease of 2 percent in quantity but: an increase of 51 percent in value as 
compared with the landings in July 1941, according to Current Fishery Statistics No, 39, 
released py the Fish and Wildlife Service, Heavy receipts of rosefish at Gloucester and 
a decrease in haddock landings at Boston resulted in the Gloucester deliveries exceeding 
those at Boston by 5,506,000 pounds, The Boston landings yielded fishermen a greater return, 
however, because of the higher average unit price received for the products landed at that 
port, , 
The total landings at the three ports for the first seven months of 1942--201 ,532,932 
pounds--was 66,859,000 pounds.or about 25 percent less than for the same period last year, 
The major portion of this decline may be accounted for by decreases of 20,405,000 pounds 
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in the landings of cod, 25,700,000 pounds for haddock, and 16,805,000 pounds for rosefish, 


Mackerel, blackback flounders, 


tuna and whiting are the only species which show heavier 


landings during the first seven months of 1942 as compared with the same period of 1941, 


During July, 234 vessels of 5 net tons or over made 1,292 trips and were absent from 


port 4,218 days, 


of 1942 was 4.61 as compared with 3.05 for the same period last year, 





The over-all weighted average price per pound for the month averaged 4,77 


as compared with 4.73 during June and 3,11 during July 1941, while that for the seven months 


























Species July 1942 June 1942 July 1941 eS ee a 
coun Cents® _— Cents® Pounds Cents*® Pounds Cents*® Pounds Cents* 
Cod 2,349,106 6.90 3, “6.70 4, 792, 813 “3.45 4 31, -, 845, 480 24 52,251,362 3.08 
Haddock 58.376 7.02 39-8 546 «66.60 14,456,411 3.79 67, 3813 o1 33°3 26) 95 
Hake 369, 4 3.52 329,049 4.59 sy 719-3219 i 3B, 323 4.60 net 3-5 
Pollock 2536 5.60 641, 505 4.67 101 «(3.36 18.5 4.2% 91 23 , 3 
Cask 185,030 4.78 173,10 5.33 Hes 26 2.95 : 138 ‘© 2,278,626 3.17 
Halibut 63,453 19.98 62,233 17.64 16.03 18, 554,179 15.03 
toes 4,666,072 4.52 3,279,890 5.01 2,137, 333 3.92 9, 507, 2 4.81 7,525,375 2.8% 
ce) rss 
Gray sole 226,804 5.39 181,032 5-67 213,158 4.52 1,567,393 5.35 2,913,202 +4 
Lemon sole 129,030 12.02 196,203 7. 220, 293 2-34 323-047 7.76 1,620,200 6.3 
Yellowtail 501,465 3.75 281,398 3. Py 2. 2,069, 3-57 2,333,455 2.19 
Blackback 119, +32) 7.62 160,975 4.83 3, 4.30 664,510 4.94 598, 375 3-2 
Dab 267,7 re 531, 612 3.8 390,894 2.76 1,613,187 3.74 2,174,139 2.63 
Other 70 28.57 - si 174 2.06 1,305 5.52 2.49 
Swordfish 4,643 35.09 32,390 id * 4,643 35.08 132,9 a1. 
Rosefish 15,858,735 3.22 13,014, 297 2.65 12, a 362 .- ; 61,680,216 2.70 78, ia. a : 
Tuna - - - ° + 50 5.73 - 
Whiting 7+273,652 4.08 6,491,787 3.85 5,640,418 1.84 14,537,749 3.99 10, at 8) 
Wolffish 39,043 Ct 7 66, 5.1 56,428 4.04 bon 2-72 “feo a76 3. 
Scallops (meats) 66,093 32.61 55,239 27.47 23,649 19.19 328,169 2. 829, 453 5 ane 
Other, fresh 30,170 - 19,158 - 15.243 - 72,346 = 50,292 - 
Total 42,597,823 4.77 41,230,807 4.73 43,297,714 3.11 201,532,932 4.61 267,608,123 3.05 





*Weighted average of prices per pound paid to fishermen. 


LANDINGS AT BOSTON FISH PIER IN AUGUST 


An average price of $6.87 per hundred pounds was paid for the 16,779,000 pounds of 
fishand shellfish landed at the Boston Fish Pier and sold over the New England Fish Exchange 
during August, according to the Boston Fishery Market News office, These figures show a 
decrease in volume of 276,000 pounds, but an increase in average price of $0.29 per hundred- 
weight, compared with the previous month, 


Catch and value for August this year, compared with the corresponding month in 1941, 
show a decrease of 8,62/,,000 pounds, or 34 percent, in volume, but a per hundredweight price 
of $2.72, or 66 percent, higher, The August 1942 catch was worth about $1,153,000 to the 
fishermen, 


Offshore vessels brought in 13,886,000 pounds of the total at an average price of $7.23 
per hundredweight; inshore craft, about 2,893,000 pounds averaging $5.14, 


the most abundant species landed were dressed and round scrod 
For inshore craft, the leader 


From offshore vessels, 
haddock, drawn haddock, round mackerel, and drawn market cod, 
was dressed, round, and steak whiting, 


CHICAGO WHOLESALE RECEIPTS BY TRUCK DECLINE IN AUGUST 


Receipts of fishery products on the Chicago Wholesale Market reached a total of 4,978,000 
pounds during August or an increase of 3 percent over last July and 13 percent over August 
1941, according to the local office of the Fishery Market News Service, This trend is in 
contrast to that of the past three years when receipts for August were below those for July. 
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Due to a@ generally increased demand for fish, there was more "rough" fish coming in to this 
market than is normally handled, During the first eight months of 1942, receipts of suckers 
increased 67 percent over the same period in 1941, and there were similar sizeable increases 
in arrivals of carp and sheepshead, 


Of the total receipts, 27 percent was shipped by truck, 45 percent by express and 28 
percent by freight, The percentage of fish handled by trucks was under July of this year 
and August 1941, and may be the vorerunner of a continued decline in this type of trans- 
portation due to war restrictions, 


Receipts of Fi Products at Chi 
August 378] B months © mos. 1 com 














Iter August oo d with Jan.-Ang. with 12 months 
1942 July 1942 +1 1942 mos. 1941 1941 

Classification: Pounds Percent Peroent Pounds Percent Pounds 
Fresh-water fish 2,416,000 - 3 + 19 23, 247,000 + 2 33,399,000 
Salt-water fish 1,872,000 + 6 - 2 13, 846, 000 +4 ae 
Shellfish, etc. 690,000 + 22 + 56 5,737,000 + 7 10,606,000 

Total receipts 4,978,000 + 3 * a5 42, 829,000 + 3 65,569,000 

Leading items: * 
Lake trout 445,000 -a -1 4,059, 000 + 5 6,110,000 
Suckers 4 73+000 + 2 +10 1, 286,000 +6 1,098,000 
Yellow perch 181,000 - 18 - 47 1,512,000 -3 5 aos 
Yellow pike 291,000 + 200 +1 1,468,000 +18 1,830,000 
Halibut 77.000 + 10 + 40 5,702,000 +13 8,426,000 
Rosefish fillets 482,000 + 60 - 4 2, 848,000 -10 4,511,000 
Shrimp 460,000 + 10 +161 3, 892,000 +18 7,026,000 

Leading sources! 
Louisiana 242,000 - & + 91 2,634,000 +16 4,406,000 
Massachusetts 643,000 +4 - 42 5, 221,000 -13 9,016,000 
Michigan 505,000 - 10 + 2 5,535,000 +3 6,120,000 
Minnesota pipes + 34 + 55 1,065,000 + 2,734,000 
Wisconsin ,000 . + B 5,670,000 + 4 8,039,000 

Domestic total 3,324,000 - 1 a 29,411,000 + 4 45,872,000 

Imported total 1,654,000 + 13 + 47 13,418,000 + 2 19, 697,000 

Transported by: 
Truck 1,362,000 - 15 - 32 15,741,000 -7 rg capeed 
Express 2, 247,000 + 13 + 49 12, 418,000 +15 15,862,000 
Freight 1, 369,000 + 13 + 54 14,670,000 + 6 24,163,000 
"Includes fresh and frozen. 

GULF LANDINGS DURING AUGUST 
About 36,0CO barrels of shrimp were landed during August at the principal production 


points in Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, according to figures supplied to the 
New Orleans Fishery Market News office, Compared with the July total, this was an increase 
f O percent, resulting from the opening of the shrimp season and the beginning of canning 
perations in volume, Only about one-third of the entire production was frozen or used 
fresh, the remaining two-thirds being canned, The total of about 4,000 barrels of oysters 
harvested during August was sold fresh, 


Additional fishery products included hard crabs (1,765,000 pounds); fresh-cooked crab 
(187,000 pounds); soft crabs (2,000 dozen); other shellfish, mainly processed crab 
33,000 pounds, 


meat, 
Salt-water fish landings, mainly red snapper, mullet, and grouper in August, amounted 
to 402,000 pounds; and fresh-water fish landings, mainly catfish, totaled 65,000 pounds, 


SEATTLE LANDINGS DURING JULY 


During July, the United States halibut fleet landed 2,288,000 pounds of fishery products, 
worth $400,000, at Seattle, Compared with July 1941, the 1942 figures represent a decrease 
in volume of 31 percent and in value of 2 percent, according to monthly summary figures fran 
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the Seattle Fishery Market News office, Principal species landed in July of this year in- 
cluded 2,064,000 pounds of No, 1 and 2 halibut, valued at $379,000. 


Miscellaneous local receipts, by Seattle wholesale dealers, exclusive of the halibut 
fleet and fish received from Alaska and Canada, totaled 4,020,000 pounds, valued at $336,000; 
and additional receipts show a total, for fresh and frozen fish and shellfish, of 579,000 
pounds for July 1942, as against 792,000 pounds for July of last yéar, Fresh and frozen 
halibut and salmon receipts show 4,14/,,000 compared with 6,589,000 pounds, in July '42 and 
‘hl, respectively; and Alaska troll salmon receipts, about 987,000 pounds ahead of July 
last year, stood at 3,127,000 pounds, 


PACKAGED FISH FOR 1941 SHOWS GREAT INCREASE 


Production of fresh and frozen packaged fish at primary plants in this country during 
1941 amounted to 176,539,000 pounds, valued at $22,700,000, according to Current Fishery 
Statistics No, 35, released by the Fish and Wildlife Service, 


This production represents an increase of 39 percent in volume, and 65 percent in value 
over that of the previous year, 


Most important among the 31 species listed as packaged during 1941 were (1) haddock, 
46,9million pounds, worth $6,8million; (2) rosefish, 41,8 million pounds, worth $4.8 million; 
and (3) whiting, with 24.0 million pounds, valued at $1.5 million, 


Of the total output of packaged fish produced during the year, frozen fillets (mainly 
rosefish, haddock, pollock, and cod) contributed 57 percent; fresh fillets, 30 percent, 
The total production of fresh packaged fish amounted to 56,035,000 pounds, valued at $9,026,000; 
and frozen packaged fish, 120,504,000 pounds, valued at $13,674,000. 


Massachusetts, New York, and Maine, in that order, were the heaviest producing States, 
followed by Washington and Oregon, combined, 


THE COVER PAGE 


Primitive Indian dip-net salmon fishing at Celilo Falls, on the Oregon side of the 
Columbia River, For the three or four months of fall fishing here, an average of about 
1,500,000 pounds are caught--principally chinook; but also steelhead, blueback, chum, and 
silver salmon, Since long before the white man's arrival, Indians on wooden platforms, 
similar to thut shown, have been scooping up salmon here in their small nets attached to 
10-20 foot poles, 


Frozen Fish Trade 





STOCKS OF FROZEN FISHERY PRODUCTS INCREASE TO 99 MILLION POUNDS 


Domestic cold-storage plants held 99,132,000 pounds of frozen fishery products on August 
15,1942, according to data furnishod by the Agricultural Marketing Service of the Department 
of Agriculture, representing an increase of 22 percent over the holdings on the same date 
the previous month and 9 percent more than was held on August 15, 1941. Stocks of most 
items showed increases as compared with a year ago with important gains being reported for 
cod fillets, flounders, mackerel, sablefish, blue pike and sauger, and shrimp, Items held 
in lesser quantities than a year ago were croakers, halibut, salmon, smelt, and whitefish. 
Holdings of cured herring and mild-cured salmon were 10 percent and 5 percent, respectively, 
below those for the same date last year, 
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Holdings of Fishery Products in the United States 





Holdings of frozen fishery products on August 15 were the largest ever reported for 
In only five previous months--the last four months. of 1941 and December 19/,0-- 
have stocks of. frozen fish exceeded the August holdings, It would appear that unless freezings 
of fishery products show an unexpected decline, or the consumption of frozen fish shows 
a marked increase, the record holdings of 117,805,000 pounds established in December 1941 
will be exceeded this year, 





August 15 campared with 

















August 15, July 1 stl “yr. av, 
Item 19,2 | July 15, dug.l5, 5-yr.ev. eo es ss rho 15 
1942 1941 _ Aug. 15 
Pounds Percent Percent Percent Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Frozen fish and 
shellfish: 
Total holdings 99,132,000 +22 + 9 + 30 81,496,000 90,885,000 76,446,000 
Important items: 
Croakers 3,084,000 +21 - 27 + 9 2,548,000 4,229,000 2,837,000 
Cod fillets 3,518,000 +25 + 34 + 36 2,812,000 2,616,000 2,594,000 
Haddock fillets 8,925,000 +20 “+ 3 + 30 7,456,000 8,630,000 6,864,000 
Pollock fillets 448,000 -25 + 20 - 36 591, ,000 372,000 695,000 
Rosefish fillets 4,684,000 +32 + l + 12 3,560,000 4,631,000 3,308 ,000 
Flounders 1,834,000 +20 + 42 +152 1,529,000 1,296,000 729 ,000 
Halibut 13,587,000 +19 - 4& “3 11,375,000 14,156,000 13,160,000 
Mackerel 8,259,000 +36 + 91 #71 6,078,000 4,313,000 4,840,000 
Sablefish 2,013,000 +41 +177 +157 1,427,000 727 ,000 783,000 
Salmon 4,670,000 +57 - § ee 2,968 ,000 4,938 ,000 4,353,000 
Smelt 1,240,000 - 4 - 34 - 3 1,292,000 1,875,000 1,279,000 
Whiting 14,349,000 +60 + 6 + 43 8,957,000 13,534,000 10,005,000 
Blue pike and 417,000 =29 +391 * 2 585,000 85,000 1,07 ,000 
sauger 
Lake herring 757,000 <-31 + 28 - ll 1,094,000 592,000 84,6,000 
Whitefish 1,076,000 +37 - 14 = 22 785,000 1,257,000 1,372,000 
Shrimp 2,547,000 -36 + 72 * 3,995,000 1,483,000 . 
Cured fish: 
Herring, cured 16,664,000 - 1 - 10 - 14 16,801,000 18,547,000 19,470,000 
Salmon , mild-cured 6,368,000 +45 - 5 + 2 4,377,000 6,727,000 6,222,000 











*Data not available 


RECORD PRODUCTION OF FROZEN FISHERY PRODUCTS 


of the Department of Agriculture, 
the previous month and the same month last year, 
during the month was the largest for any month in history, 
volume of fishery products frozen during the month consisted of whiting, 
in large quantities were rosefish fillets, halibut, mackerel, haddock fillets and salmon, 
Large increases in freezings as compared with a year ago were reported for cod fillets, 
flounders, halibut, scup, sablefish and shrimp, 


by 11,246,000 pounds or 8 percent, 
pounds frozen in 1941 may be exceeded during the current year, 


During the month ended August 15, 36,111,000 pounds of fishery products were frozen 
in domestic freezers, according to data furnished by the Agricultural Marketing Service 
This was an increase of 6 percent as compared with both 
The volume of fish and shellfish frozen 
Nearly one-third of the total 
Other items frozen 


During the first eight months of the current year, a total of 150,968,000 pounds of 
fishery products have been frozen, exceeding the production for the same period last year 
This indicates that the record production of 246,588,000 
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Freezings of Fishery Products in United States Cold-storage Plants 
(Figures are for the month ending on the date indicated) 


August 15 compared with 


























Item August 15, July 15, Aug, 15, 5-yr.av. July 15, August 15, 5-yr. av, 
1942 1942 1941 Aug. 15 1942 1941 Aug. 15 
Pounds Percent Percent Percent Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Total fish and 36,111,000 + 6 * 6 + 52 34,938,000 34,208,000 23,803,000 
shellfish 
Important items: 
Croakers 612,000 +1 -68 - 29 606 ,000 1,909 ,000 862,000 
Cod fillets 720,000 +27 +85 + 2 569,000 389 ,000 708 ,000 
Haddock fillets 2,009,000 -20 1,2 - 28 2,504,000 3,439,000 2,791,000 
Pollock fillets 96,000 +7 - 6 - 69 90 ,000 102,000 309 ,000 
Rosefish fillets 4,923,000 +57 +27 +106 3,138 ,000 3,878 ,000 2,395,000 
Flounders 622,000 +10 +83 +354, 566,000 339,000 137,000 
Halibut 3,069,000 -17 +47 +14 3,686,000 2,087,000 2,701,000 
Mackerel 2,756,000 =-35 +11 + 68 4,271,000 2,485,000 1,642,000 
Sablefish 752,000 4119 +7 +103 34,1, ,000 4,31 ,000 370,000 
Salmon 1,918,000 +75 -10 - 13 1,095,000 2,137,000 2,200,000 
Scup 594,000 -46 +41 +264 1,109,000 4,20 ,000 163,000 
Whiting 11,439,000 +32 +19 +149 8,674,000 9,644,000 4,603,000 
Shrimp 695,000 50 +35 * 1,391,000 516,000 ss 





*Data not available, 


BOSTON COLD-STORAGE HOLDINGS 28 PERCENT ABOVE AUGUST 1941 


Frozen fishery products held in cold-storage warehouses in Boston on August 26, amounted 
to 17,893,000 pounds or an increase of 10 percent over the previous month and 28 percent 
over the previous year, according to the Market News office in that city, Mackerel and 
fillets of cod and haddock amounted to 52 percent of this total, 


On August 29, there was a total of 11,455,000 pounds of whiting stored in 15 plants 
in Maine and Massachusetts, This amounted to an increase of 14 percent over a month previous 
and 11 percent over August 30, 1941. Dressed, H& G, fillets and skuljoes comprised about 
77 percent of the total, The balance was mainly round whiting with about 1 percent frozen 
for animal food, 


Boston Cold-storage Holdings 





August 26 compared with 








Item August 26, 1942 Tuly 29, 1942 Aug, 27, 19A1 July 29, 1942 August 27, 1941 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Total fish and 
shellfish 17,893,000 +10 + 28 16,217,000 13,969,000 
Leading items: 
Fillets: 
Cod 1,097 ,000 - 5 +14,0 1,149,000 454,000 
Haddock 4,219,000 - 3 - 5 4,334,000 1,446,000 
Rosefish 613,000 +22 + 54 502,000 397 , 000 
Mackerel 4,012,000 +27 +216 3,158,000 1,271,000 
Scallops 193,000 +45 - 54 133,000 4,21 ,000 
Shrimp 82,000 -28 +183 114,000 29 ,000 





NEW YORK COLD-STORAGE HOLDINGS CONTINUE TO INCREASE 


Frozen fishery products held in New York cold-storage warehouses on August 27, showed 
an increase of 13 percent over a month previous.and27 percent over August 28, 1941, according 
to the local Market News office, The more important species held in greater volume than on 
July 30 were cod fillets, whiting, and whitefish. As compared with holdings a year ago, 
whiting shows an unusual increase, Stocks of this species have continued to gain for some 
months now, indicating New York dealers are becoming interestedin the distribution of whiting, 
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New York Cold-st Holdings 














Item August 27, 1 August 27 compared with July 30, 1 st 28, 1 
ugust 27, 1942 Tuly 30, 1912 tug. 28, 1911 3 942 Augu 941 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 


Total fish and 


shellfish 8,810,000 +13 Re | 7,786,000 6,950,000 
Leading items: 

Butterfish 294,000 - 5 - 15 310,000 345,000 
Fillets: ; 

Cod 351,000 +1,0 + 342 253,000 8,000 

Haddock 278 , 000 -14 + 146 321 ,000 113 ,000 
Mackerel 978 ,000 +15 + 8h 84,7 ,000 530,000 
Seup (Porgy) 4,29 ,000 +13 + 122 380,000 193,000 
Whiting 1,082,000 +L0 +1142 772,000 87,000 
Whitefish 551,,000 +45 - 7 382 ,000 596,000 
Shrimp 308 ,000 -11 + 205 34,6 ,000 101 ,000 





CHICAGO COLD-STORAGE HOLDINGS DOWN 8 PERCENT ON AUGUST 27 


On August 27, holdings of frozen fishery products in Chicago cold-storage warehouses 
were 6 percent above those of a year ago, but dropped 8 percent below those of July 30, 
according to the local Fishery Market News office, 


Most notable declines during the month were the seasonal decreases in holdings of blue 
pike end sauger and shrimp although these species showed the most important gains. as com- 
pared with August 28, 1941, Increased holdings of chubs and halibut tended to offset lowered 
stocks of other species, 


Most of the decline in Chicago cold-storage holdings is reported to be due to the fact 
that there is a generally increased demand for fish and a greater percentage is being sold 
fresh upon entering the market, At present, dealers apparently prefer the quick turn-over 
of fresh fish and freeze their product only when there is no immediate sale for it fresh, 
As an example of the effect this trend has on the industry, one leading firm in the Chicago 
area, which ordinarily stocks about 52 varieties of frozen fish, now reports that it has 
only 27 available, 


Chicago Cold-storage Holdings 











Item August 27, 19,2 ——August 27 campared with july 30, 1942 August 28, 1941 
: July 3C, 1942 Aug. 28, 1941 fee: . 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 


Total fish and 
shellfish 4,217,000 -8 +6 4,,602 ,000 3,972,000 
Leading items: 
Blue pike and 


sauger 167 ,000 -23 +328 217,000 39 ,000 
Chubs 203 ,000 +h +28 141 ,000 159,000 
Lake herring 180,000 + 5 -2 172,000 183 ,000 
Smelt 297 ,000 0 “24, 297 ,000 388 , 000 
Tullibee 221, ,000 -7 +142 241 ,000 158 ,000 
Haddock fillets 264,000 - 5 -4 279 ,000 274, , 000 
Halibut 328 ,000 +16 0 283 ,000 327 ,000 
Shrimp 236,000 -50 +68 4,76 ,000 140,000 





CANADIAN HOLDINGS OF FROZEN FRESH FISH AT 33 MILLION POUNDS 


Cold-storage plants in Canada held 33,734,000 pounds of frozen fresh fish and 1,892,000 
pounds of frozen smoked fish on September 1, according to preliminary data released by the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics, The holdings of frozen fresh stocks were 9 percent larger than 
on August 1, 1942, but 2 percent less than those on September 1, 1941, Two items--sea herring 










































22 FISHERY MARKET NEWS Vol. 4, No, 9 Se 


and halibut--accounted for 58 percent of the total volume of fresh frozen fish in storage ( 
on September lst, Items showing increases as compared with the same date last year were 
whole cod, sea herring, halibut and whitefish while large decreases were shown in holdings 
of cod and haddock fillets, salmon, and mackerel, Stocks of all important items of frozen 
smoked fish on September lst were far below those on the same date last year, 


Canadian Cold-storage Holdings | 




















— September 1, Sept. 1 compared with August 1, September 1, tl 
1942 Aug. 1, 1942 Sept. 1, 1941 1942 1941 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Frozen fresh fish m 
Total holdings 33,734,000 +9 -2 31,054, ,000 34,474,000 
Important items: ) 
Cod: m 
Whole 1,289,000 +15 +94, 1,117,000 663,000 
Fillets 2,221, ,000 -13 -29 2,548,000 3,146 ,000 
Haddock fillets 585 ,000 +14 - 8 513,000 633,000 8: 
Salmon 2,634,000 +36 -32 1,934,000 3,870,000 P 
Sea herring 11,303 ,000 +35 +8 8,387 ,000 10,423,000 & 
Halibut 8,287 ,000 * +1 8,279,000 8 ,239 ,000 
Mackerel 1,490,000 -23 -18 1,935,000 1 ,813 ,000 
Whitefish 2,04,5 ,000 -15 +23 2,419,000 1,661 ,000 a 
Frozen smoked fish ° 
Total holdings 1 ,892 ,000 +19 -51 1,589,000 3,881 ,000 
Important items: | 
Finnan haddie 90 , 000 -23 -75 117,000 357 ,000 . 
Fillets: - 
Cod, haddock, etc, 870,000 -10 -56 963 ,000 1,988 ,000 
Sea herring kippers 866,000 +84, -41 470,000 1,464,000 ' 
*Less than 4 percent increase, 
CANADIAN FREEZINGS OF FISHERY PRODUCTS DECREASE DURING AUGUST ; 
During August, Canadian cold-storage plants froze 9,739,000 pounds of fresh fish and 
913,000 pounds of smoked fish, according to preliminary data collected by the Dominion Bureau . 


of Statistics, Compared with August 1941, this represented a decrease of 10 percent in 
the production of frozen fresh fish and 29 percent for smoked fish, Haddock fillets and 
whole cod were the only important items of fresh fish frozen in greater volume than a year 
ago, Of the fresh fish frozen during August, three items--sea herring, salmon, and cod 
fillets--accounted for 71 percsnt of the total, 


It will be noted that in contrast to the United States production of frozen fish which 
was the largest in history, the Canadian production fell below the previous month and also 
was less than that fcr the same month in 1941. 


a_i a. | 


Freezings of Fishery Products in Canadian Cold-storage Plants 
































Item August August compared with July August 
1942 July 1942 August 1941 1942 1941 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Frozen fresh fish 
Total freezings 9,739,000 -27 -10 13,289,000 10,788,000 
Important items: 
Cod: 
Whole 297 ,000 -28 + 3 414,000 287 ,000 
Fillets 2,032,000 -30 -1 2,902,000 2,058,000 
Haddock fillets 362,000 +9 +39 333,000 261 ,000 
Salmon 1,589 ,000 - 3 -12 1,633,000 1,811,000 
Sea herring 3,325,000 -25 -21 4,461,000 4,197,000 
Halibut 74,5,,000 -53 -38 1,589,000 1,197,000 
Mackerel 189 ,000 -75 -L0 770,000 315,000 
Frozen smoked fish 
Total freezings 913,000 -17 =29 1,098,000 1,290,000 
Important items: 
Fillets: 
Cod, haddock, etc, 266 ,000 -L8 -20 516,000 332,000 
Sea herring kippers 604, ,000 +15 -29 526,000 856,000 
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Canned Fish Trade 





CANNED SHRIMP CEILING PRICES RAISED 17 TO 27 PERCENT 


Ceiling levels on canned shrimp in both wet and dry pack have been lifted by 17 to 
27 percent per can at the packer level, the Office of Price Administration announced Sep- 
tember 24, in conformance with the increased drained weight in each container ordered by 
the Administrator of the Federal Security Agency under the Pure Food Act, 


At the same time, Office of Price Administration ruled in Amendment No, 28 to Supple- 
mentary Regulation No, 14, effective September 30,1942, that the new ceilings for wholesalers 
and retailers shall be the individual seller's maximum prices per dozen for each type or 
style of pack and container size of canned shrimp which prevailed prior to the new amend- 
ment, plus an amount which will cover the added cost to them of canned shrimp, 


However, it is emphasized that the new amendment will not increase the cost of living 
since in most instances the amendment results in a decrease in the price for canned shrimp 
per pound paid by the consumer, It merely provides for adjustments necessitated by the 
greater amount of shrimp which now must be put into cans, 


As & matter of fact, consumers now actually may buy some larger-sized cans of shrimp 
at a lower unit cost than prevailed previously, It is customary for wholesalers and retailers 
normally to sell the larger sized cans on a lower per-pound basis than small sizes, 


Furthermore, under War Production Board's Order M-81 future shrimp packing may be done 
only in No, 1 picnic and No, 5 large sized cans, instead of seven different ones as previ- 
ously, The No, 1 picnics will contain 7 ounces of wet packed shrimp under the new Food 
and Drug Administration regulation instead of 5$ as hitherto, The No, 5 size can will con- 
tain 38 ounces as compared with 32 ounces formerly, Previously, six of the seven can sizes 
of shrimp packed contained from five to less than ten ounces, 


There is one exception to this War Production Board packaging order, however, Canning 
of No, 1 flat and No, 1$ sizes is authorized until the stock of those sizes on hand is ex- 
hausted, Thereafter, however, there will be no canning of shrimp in container sizes other 
than those designated, with the exception of packing in glass, for which no changes in maxi- 
mum prices are authorized by the Office of Price Administration, 


The formula on which the new prices are based treats dry pack canned shrimp somewhat 
differently from wet pack, to which some brine is added in packing, On dry pack, the per- 
centage increase in drained weight content is the same as the percentage put-in weight of 
shrimp, On wet pack items, however, the percentage increase in put-in weight of shrimp 
is in excess of the percentage increase in net weight content, This is because the change 
in canning operations, by necessitating a more solid pack, alters absorption potentials, 


Excerpts from Amendment No, 28 follow: 


(26) Canned shrimp--(i) Sales by canners of shrimp, The maximum prices per dozen 
chargeable for canned shrimp of the 1942 pack or subsequent packs by any canner, 
or agent or other person acting on behalf, or under the control, of such canner 
shall be the sum of (a) the canner's maximum prices per dozen for each type or 
style of pack and container size of canned shrimp which prevailed prior to the 
effective date of this amendment, and (b) the "canner's allowable addition" com- 
puted pursuant to this subdivision (i). 


The "canner's allowable addition" for canned shrimp of the 1942 pack and subsequent 
packs shall be obtained by multiplying the canner's maximum price per dozen, which prevailed 
prior to the effective date of this amendment,by the percentage specified in connection 
with each can size and type of pack listed, as follows: 
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Percent 
No, 1 flat, dry pack (307 x 208) ------------- teeter er ee 22,2 
No, 1 flats, wet pack (307 x 208)- -----+-+-+------ ee ee ee ee 17.0 
No, 1 picnics, dry pack (211 x 400)-------+----- 2-H ee 26.7 
No, 1 picnics, wet pack (211 x 400)- -------+-------- eee ee ee 22.5 
No, i dry pack (307 x 400)- ------------------+------- 24.2 
No, legs, wet pack (307 x 400)- ----+--+--+-++---- 2 eee ee ee eee 19.0 
No, 5s, wet pack, all types (502 x 510)-------+-------- 2-22-56 18.75 


The product thus obtained, stated in cents, shall be the "canner's allowable addition", 


(ii) Sales by persons selling canned shrimp at wholesale and retail, (a) The maxi- 
mum prices per dozen chargeable by any person selling canned shrimp of the 19/2 
pack and subsequent packs at wholesale shall be the sum of (1) the seller's maxi- 
mum prices per dozen for each type or style of pack and container size of canned 
shrimp which prevailed prior to the effective date of this amendment, and (2) 
the "canner's allowable addition", 


(bo) The maximum prices per can chargeable by any person selling canned shrimp of the 
1942 pack and subsequent packs at retail shall be the sum of (1) the seller's 
maximum prices per can for each type-.or style of pack and.container size of canned 
shrimp which prevailed prior to the effective date of this amendment, and (2) 
one-twelfth the "canner's allowable addition," 


SHRIMP PACK OVER 80,000 CASES ON AUGUST 29 


From the beginning of the 1942-43 season on July 1 to August 29 the shrimp packing plants 
operating in the Gulf and South Atlantic States under the Seafood Inspection Service of the 
United States Food and Drug Administration packed 80,700 standard cases, (48 7-ounce cans 
in the wet pack and 48 6g-ounce cans in the dry pack) as compared with 88,660 cases in 194] 
and 102,458 cases in 1940 for similar periods, The 1941 and 1940 figures have been converted 
to the new size standard case to compare with current figures, 


Twenty-eight canneries have operated, according to the New Orleans office of the Fishery 
Market News Service, utilizing 5,513,000 pounds of shrimp and packing 76,587 standard cases 
of wet pack shrimp, 3,970 cases of dry pack shrimp, and 143 standard cases in glass, To 
pack the new standard size case required an average of 68.32 pounds of raw shrimp per case 
to the end of August as compared with only 55.75 pounds for the same period last year, About 
95 percent of the pack to August 29 was wet pack, and practically all of the remaining 5 
percent dry pack, as compared with about 78 percent wet pack, and 21 percent dry pack to 
August 30 last season, 


The price paid for shrimp by the Gulf canneries has been rising, due apparently to 
competitive bidding by the canners, The season opened with a price of $12 per barrel de- 
livered in the Louisiana area, During early September, it had risen to as high as $15 a 
barrel, and there were unconfirmed reports of sales as high as $17, 


Since the Office of Price Administration ruled, effective September 30, that packers 
might increase their prices 22.5 percent for No, 1 tins, wet pack, and 26.7 percent for 
No, 1 tins, dry pack, to conform with the increased drained weight in each container, quo- 
tations as of October 1 probably will be about those percentages over the prices listed 
below: 


Canned Shrimp Prices--Per Dozen Tins* 








Item April 1, 1942 March 1, 1942 
WET PACK 
Small $1.90-2.20 $1.90-2.10, few 1.85 
Medium 2, 00-2, 30 2.00-2,.25, few 1.95 
Large 2.10-2,40 2.10-2.40, few 2,05 
Jumbo or Extra Large 2.20-2.60 2.20-2,.50, few 2,60 
DRY PACK 
Small $1.90-2.15 $1.90-2,10 
Medium 2.00-2,25 2.00-2,25 
Large 2.10-2,35 2.10-2,35 
Jumbo or Extra Large 2.20-2,50 2.20-2,50 





"Due to the small pack, the majority of the packers were not quoting prices on April 1, 1942. Quotations 
reported above to the Service's office are for canned shrimp in the usual wholesale quantities in plain 
No. 1, standard tins, f.o.b., point of production. 
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PACK OF TUNA AND MACKEREL LESS THAN A YEAR AGO 


During July, 409,582 standard cases of tuna were packed by California canners, according 
to information released by the California Division of Fish and Game, Compared with the 
394,458 cases packed in July 1941, this was an increase of 4 percent, The July production 
exceeded that for June by 202,014 cases and accounted for 43 percent of the total pack for 
the first seven months of the current year, During the period from January 1 to July 31, 
a total of 941,741 standard cases of tuna was canned as compared with 1,319,642 cases during 
the same period in 1941, 


A small pack of canned mackerel was produced during July--2,210 standard cases--compared 
with the 42,115 cases packed during the same month last year, The total pack for the first 
seven months of 1942--123,801 standard cases--was 4), percent less than the 220,041 cases 
canned in the corresponding period of 1941. 


California Pack of Tuna and Mackerel--Standard Casesl/ 
Seven mos, ending with July 




















It 
em July 1942 June 1942 July 1941 ToL2 19,1 
Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 

Tuna: 

Albacore 40,332 - 3,699 40,731 9,369 
Bonito 844 4,780 66,929 11,660 75 5433 
Bluefin 66,842 90,563 55,763 221 ,866 129 ,025 
Striped 69 ,009 16,098 51,778 114,414 178 ,802 
Yellowfin 178 ,705 70,408 156,250 41,5 5228 753,126 
Yellowtail 14,772 10,139 40,525 33,288 L9 ,873 
Flakes 27,007 12,223 14,022 57,909 102,315 
Tonno style 12,071 3,357 5,492 16,645 21,699 
Total 409 , 582 207 , 568 394,458 941,741 1,319,642 
Mackerel 2,210 14,151 42,115 123,801 220,041 





l/ Standard cases of tuna represent cases of 48 7-ounce cans while those of mackerel 
represent cases of 48 l-pound cans, 


CALIFORNIA SARDINE LANDINGS IN LATE AUGUST TOTAL NEARLY 50,000 TONS 


In the Northern and Central Districts, the 1942-43 California sardine season opened 
the second week in August after a week's delay due to a controversy over the price to be 
id the fishermen, Twenty-two dollars per ton was finally agreed upon, 


Although the.sardine fleet as a unit has been considerably reduced, vessels from the 
Southern District, fishing in the northern areas, aided in maintaining landings during the 
first three weeks of fishing at approximately the same weekly rate as during the first four 
weeks last season, according to California Sardine Products Institute and State Division of 
Fish and Game data, Landings were proportionately greater in the San Francisco Bay area 
than in Monterey which evidently accounted, in part, for the higher percentage of the catch 
reducea to oil and meal as compared with last season, It also was reported that Monterey 
canneries had some difficulty securing additional labor when catches were heavy, 


The Office of Price Administration's ceiling price for sardine meal, f,0,b,, reduction 
plant, in new burlap bags, is $1.16 per unit of protein, rounded off to the nearest half- 
dollar, Meal with 65 percent protein, therefore, may not sell for more than $75.50 per 
ton, and meal with 70 percent protein could not exceed $81.00, The maximum price for crude 
sardine oil, f.o.b,, producer's plant, is 8,90 cents per pound, For sardine oil, hydrogenated 
52°, f.0,b., producer's plant, it is 10,90 cents, 


California Sardine Landings, Canned Pack, and Byproducts 
SEA S U8 
Item Unit 1942 1941 
Aug.1 to-- Aug.1 to-- 


Aug.27 Aug. 29 











Landings Tons 49 bbb 67,311 
Canned sardines Std, cases (48 1bs,) 175,184 392,321 

Aug.3l Aug.3l 
Meal Tons 10,014 11,728 


2,423,381 2,559,140 
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The Office of Price Administration's Order No, 209, issued August 26 and effective 
August 31 fixes maximum canners!' prices for California sardines as follows: 


1364.212 Appendix A: Maximum canners! prices for California sardines, 


(a) The prices set forth below are maximum prices per case for California sardines, 
f.0o,b,, locality of cannery, The maximum prices are gross prices and the seller 
shall deduct therefrom his customary allowances, discounts, and differentials 
to purchasers of different classes, 

















Description Maximum price 
Container size and type Style of pack per case 
No, 1 ovals standard pack,........|Tomato sauce, mustard.......ceeeees $1.62 
ek ey eee rere re rns 4.52 
No, 1 talls standard pack,........|Tomato sauce, mustard.....cccccscees 3.95 
ee aes reer eer 3.60 
8 oz, standard pack,....cccccccces {TOMATO SAUCE, .ccccccccccccccccecece 5.25 
8 oz, standard pack,,..ccccccccecs |NATUTAL,. cccccvcccccccccccsecesccce 5.00 
CT POPE. NL re ee 4. 65 
5. GB; SUMOTG PACE So eidc'sic ck cccce OPO cose. cet eseciorevesesationsese 4.40 











(b) For container sizes or types and styles of pack not listed in paragraph (a), 
the price shall be a price determined by the Office of Price Administration to 
be in line with the prices listed in paragraph (a). Such determination shall 
be made upon written request, addressed to the Office of Price Administration, 
Washington, D, C,, and accompanied by a sworn statement showing costs and usual 
differentials, 

(c) To the maximum prices per case specified in paragraph(a) or determined pursuant 
to paragraph (b) there may be added, as compensation for special packaging 
costs for California sardines packed in wooden export cases the sum of 12¢ per 
case and for California sardines packed in waterproof solid fiber satisfying 
Government specifications the sum of 9¢ per case, 


Agricultural Marketing Administration prices for pilchards (California sardines) have 
been set at ceiling prices less 7 percent, the estimated sales cost in normal trade, 


PUGET SOUND SOCKEYE PACK QUARTER MILLION CASES ON SEPTEMBER 12 


A phenomenal Puget Sound sockeye run during the latter part of August provided fish 
for a canned pack which amounted to 251,233 standard cases on September 12, as compared 
with 126,82, cases on the same date in 1938, the previous cycle year, according to pre- 
liminary figures issued by the Washington Department of Fisheries, The catch of sockeye 
salmon to August 31 numbered 2,249,851 fish of which 2,107,750 were taken in August, Of 
the latter quantity, it is estimated 1,500,000 fish were caught during the heavy run which 
began August 21, The Puget Sound sockeye season closed September 2, 


The packs of other varieties of salmon to September 12 were nominal--chinook salmon, 
1,059 cases; silver salmon, 6,202 cases; pink salmon, 827 cases; and chum salmon, 8, cases, 


MILD-CURED SALMON PACK BEHIND 1941 


To the end of August, the seasonal pack of Pacific mild-cured salmon in Alaska, British 
Columbia, Oregon and Washington totaled 9,372 tierces (825 pounds net weight of king or silver 
salmon), according to reports to the Seattle Market News office, This compared with 12,887 
tierces by that date last year, 
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ALASKA SALMON PACK 4,902,000 CASES ON SEPTEMBER 5 


Preliminary figures indicate that the pack of salmon in Alaska totaled 4,901,930 standard 
cases on September 5, according to-the Seattle office of the Service's Alaska Division, 
Details were lacking on the composition of 345,433 cases of the total, The remainder of the 
pack consisted of king salmon, 40,736 cases; red salmon, 914,422 cases; pink salmon, 2,487,009 
cases; chum salmon, 866,640 cases; and coho salmon, 247,690 cases, 


MAINE SARDINE PACK ABOUT 2,300,000 CASES IN LATE SEPTEMBER 


The Maine sardine pack in the latter part of September was reported as approximately 
2,300,000 standard cases, about the same as last year at that time, With the addition of 
December to the season this year and the continuance of normal fishing and labor conditions, 
the season's pack should equal or exceed the 1941 total of 3,131,276 cases, 


Effective July 23, Maximum Price Regulation 184 of the Office of Price Administration 
fixed canned Atlantic sea herring (Maine sardine--Clupea harengus) prices are as follows: 











Description Maximum price per case 
Sales to 
Government Sales to 
Container size and type Style of pack purchasing Gtiare 
agencies 
Keyless 4's, standard DOO «6 éscmn . | Cottonseed oil, soybean oil, : 
PACER... cccccccssessceceeses $1. 07 $4.47 
Keyless q's, standard pack,,,.... TOMATO SAUCE... cccrcccccccccsvces 4.12 4.52 
='s decorated tops with keys, Cottonseed oil, soybean oil, 
standard pack,.... bh eaescoeces MUSCAT, . cccccccccccccccscccces 4.82 Sune 
t's decorated tops with keys, MG SI co ccrenestnnesens Ke 4.87 5.27 
standard pack, ....ccccccsccees 
<'s wrapped or in cartons with Cottonseed oil, soybean oil, 
keys, standard pack......... oe mustard,....... peak aeneawe et = 5.07 5.47 
<'s wrapped or in cartons with TOMATO SAUCE... ..cceceeeeecees oe 5.12 5.52 
keys, standard pack, .....cecee 
Keyless #'s, standard pack,..... | Mustard.......cccccccccccecececs 4.07 4.47 
Keyless fis, standard pack,,... » | SO coe cteuss es a eteeenee cen F 4.12 4.52 














The prices set forth above are maximum prices per case for Maine sardines, f,0,b., 
Portland, Maine, with freight adjusted on sales from other locations, The maximum prices 
are gross prices before deductions of any discounts, 


GOVERNMENT CANNED FISH REQUIREMENTS ANNOUNCED 


Government requirements of canned salmon, Maine sardines, and pilchards from the 1942 
pack of these fish were announced September 16 by the Department of Agriculture, Under War 
Production Board Order M-86-b, the Agricultural Marketing Administration was designated as 
the agency to purchase these canned fish requirements of the military forces, for Lend-Lease 
shipment and for other Government distribution, 


The salmon-canning industry was notified by the Agricultural Marketing Administration 
September 16 that the Government will require at least 60 percent of each-canner's pack of 
steelhead trout, and sockeye, chinook, red, coho, pink, and chum salmon, After salmon canners 
have offered this part of their pack to the Agricultural Marketing Administration, it is 
expected that they will receive releases of 20 percent of their pack of each of these species 
for their normal trade outlets, The remaining 20 percent of their pack will be retained by 
the canners until it is determined whether or not this final 20 percent of the pack, or any 
part of it, will be required by the Government, Otherwise, it will be released to the trade, 
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The total salmon pack this year will be in the neighborhood of 5,700,000 cases, accord- 
ing to present estimates, A War Production Board order, issued September 9, required each 
canner to hold his pack for Government agencies until further notice, 


Salmon packers are requested to offer their product to the Agricultural Marketing Ad- 
ministration in one-pound cans, but the Government will accept any can size that a packer 
finds necessary to use in order to meet the 60 percent of pack requirements, 


Government requirements of Maine sardines have been placed at a minimum of 2,250,000 
cases, This will take slightly over two-thirds of the estimated19/,2 pack of 3,000,000 cases, 
The industry received releases of one-third of its pack to August 15 for distribution in 
normal trade channels, It is expected that these releases will continue 4s long as it can 
be foreseen that Government requirements will be met, 


In the case of pilchards, Government requirements have been set at a minimum of 3,325,000 
cases from an estimated 1942 pack of four to five million cases, The industry has been 
notified that the Government wants all of the first part of the pilchard pack this year, and 
that releases for civilian trade will be made after Government requirements have beenmet, 


Agricultural Marketing Administration prices for pilchards have been set at ceiling 
prices, as announced by the Office of Price Administration, less 7 percent, the estimated 
sales cost in normal trade, Ceiling prices are listed on page 26. 


PURCHASE OF FISHERY COMMODITIES BY AGRICULTURAL MARKETING ADMINISTRATION 


Fishery products purchased by the Agricultural Marketing Administration at regular 
intervals are listed below: 








Commodity Offers Received Offers Accepted 
Canned Flaked Fish lst & 3rd Mon, lst & 3rd Wed, 
Canned Maine Sardines Each Mon, Each Wed, 

Fish Liver Oil 2nd & 4th Wed, 2nd & 4th Sat, 
Canned Mackerel (New England) Each Mon, Each Wed, 
Canned Herring lst & 3rd Mon, lst & 3rd Thurs, 
Canned Salmon (Northwest) Each Mon, Each Wed, 
Canned Pilchards (California) 2nd & 4th Tues, 2nd & 4th Fri, 
Canned Mackerel (California) 2nd & 4th Tues, 2nd & 4th Fri, 
Misc, Canned Fish 2nd & 4th Tues, and & 4th Fri, 


Announcements covering any of these purchase programs may be obtained from the Purchase 
Branch, Agricultural Marketing Administration, Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. C, 


Foreiqn Fishery Trade 





THE FISHERIES OF BRITISH COLUMBIA, 1941 


Production,--A new record value for British Columbia's fishery output was made in 1941, 
when the total as marketed reached $31,732,037, an increase over the preceding year of 
$10,021,870, or 46 percent, according to an advance report issued by the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics, in cooperation with the Department of Fisheries, Of first importance was 
the salmon fishery with a product valued at $20,879,104, compared with $13,757,091 in 1940. 
The salmon pack was the largest ever recorded by the industry (2,295,431 cases including 
46,561 cases of salmon packed from fish caught in 19,0 and held in cold-storage), Its total 
value rose to $18,406,545 from $11,427,923 in the preceding year. In second place on the 
list of the chief commercial fishes was herring, with a marketed value in 19/1 of $4,665,260. 
The increasing importance of the herring fishery wasdue to the canning operations, which have 
grown enormously during the past two years, In 1941, the pack of canned herring amounted to 
1,014,529 cases, valued at $3,690,097 or 79 percent of the total value of the herring fishery, 
Third and fourth, respectively, among the principal kinds of fish, in order of value, were 
halibut ($2,121,689) and pilchards ($1,781,876). Halibut is marketed chiefly as fresh fish, 
while oil and meal are the more important products of the pilchard fishery, 
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The quantity of fish of all kinds caught and landed by British Columbia fishermen in 
19,1 totaled 541,889,100 pounds, valued at the point of landing at $15,836,402, compared 
ith a catch of 590,689,600 pounds and a landed value of $9,067,501 in 1940, Average prices 
er hundredweight paid to the fishermen for the principal kinds of fish in 194] were as 
follows, with figures for 1940 in brackets: salmon, $6.01 ($3.84); herring, 39 cents. (35 
ents); halibut, $12.36 ($9.75); and pilchards, 50 cents (4,5 cents), 


Capital,--The capital equipment of the fisheries of British Columbia in 19/1 was valued 
at $29,314,179 compared with $2/,,687,397 in the preceding year, The total forl1941 comprises: 
$10,477,873, the value of the vessels, boats and gear engaged in the primary operations 

f catching and landing the fish, and $18,836,306, the amount invested in the fish processing 
establishments, The greater part of the investment in the fish processing industry is credited 
to t salmon canneries, which numbered 36 and had an investment of $14,641,330. Miscel- 
laneous fish canneries numbered 6; fish-curing establishments, 8; fresh fish and freezing 

ants, 10; and reduction plants, 11, The total number of establishments in operation in 

year was 71, compared with 74 in 1940. 

The fisheries of the province gave employment in 1941 to 18,131 persons, of whom 10,217 

‘lassed as employees on vessels, boats, etc,, and 7,914 4s employees in fish-processing 

Compared with the preceding year, the total number shows an increase of 2/4, 


FISHERIES OF NEWFOUNDLAND 


The most important development in the Newfoundland fishing industry during July was 
cooperative marketing association forthe sale of fish to Spain, according 
* the American Consulate General at St. John's, A new organization 
ated under the name of "The Spain Exporters! Association Limited", Under the 

ns of the Fisheries Board Act of 1936 the Newfoundland Fisheries Board has given 
tiation j bers the sole right to obtain licenses for the sale and export 
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I The object of the new organization is to increase efficiency 
nd action in dealing with the Spanish market, and to effect a saving 
including the reduction of sales commissions, 


isheries Board announced that the total catch of shore and bank fish 
3 about 100,000 quintals (of 112 pounds) below the catch at the corre- 
Part of the decrease is reported to be due to the reduced number 
-sea fishing schooners, The Labradorfloaters are having fair fishing but the stationers 
t been nearly as successful as last year, To add to the difficulties of the fishery 

there are fewer men engaged in the inshore fishery and it is evident that fish 

lentiful as last year, At the end of July, only 147 vessels had cleared for 





1e following statistics show the estimated catch of codfish (salted) as from January 1 





31, 1942, compared with the catch of recent years: 

Year Quintals 

Deep-Sea F shery 1942 42,461 
I ‘e Fishery 1942 274,911 
Grand Total......... LGU? .cccccccvcccccccceccctbbccsioees 317 5372 

“ M Sesees cee LGUE sites ccccccevecdcevedccesesss eee 415,249 

wep eese coe LIMO ..cccccccccccee cvccee ccccedccce 302 9086/ 

” W evoves 000 £939. acccccccveces TITTTITITIT TET. 

' MN peconhees LISS ccccccccesccscees wcccccece oscoe 402,9zz 


Lack of transportation continues to be a serious obstacle to the shipment of salt codfish 
West Indies markets, 


Although a revival of the fresh cod fish industry is being actively agitated by the 
sOvernment's highest fishery officials, there appears to be little hope of reviving it, 
vlers are almost impossible to obtain now, and refrigeration requirements present diffi- 
ties which are apparently insurmountable at present, 
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The lobster fishery is reported to have been the best in years, despite Government 
regulations increasing the minimum size to be taken, Lobster fishermen report that the 
benefits of the years of conservations and restrictions imposed by the Fisheries Board are 
now being seen, The price paid for live lobsters varied from 9 to 12 cents per pound, de- 
pending on the distance to the holding pools, 


The Placentia Bay Cooperative Fisheries Societyhas sold so far this season approximately 
12,000 pounds of lobsters to the American Naval Base at Argentia, according to an article 
in a recent issue of the Newfoundland Cooperative News, 





Although the local price is lower than that usually received by Newfoundland co-oper- 
ators on the Boston market, the fishermen are satisfied, mainly because selling locally is 
simple in comparison with exporting and because they want to see that Uncle Sam's Marines 
can get 4 lobster when they feel like it, 


A measure to be known as the Salt Fish Levy Act, 1942, enacted by the Newfoundland 
Government on August 17, 1942, provides for payment by licensed exporters in respect of 
exports of salt codfish, haddock, hake, ling, pollock or cusk of the following levies: 50 
cents per quintal (112 lbs,) on dried shore-cured and Labrador, or heavy-salted Newfoundland 
fish cured in Labrador style; 40 cents per quintal on heavy-salted salt bulk fish; and 25 
cents per quintal on shore-style salted salt bulk fish and pickled salt bulk fish exported 
as such, The foregoing sums are to be paid in respect of fish of the 1942 catch exported 
either prior to or subsequent to the passing of the Act, 


The amounts collected from exporters and equivalent amounts contributed by the Govern- 
ment are to be paid into a "Salt Fish Marketing Fund 1942", to be used in such manner as 
may be directed by any enactment for fixing minimum prices for salt fish produced from fish 
caught in 1942 and exported by licensed exporters, If no enactment for fixing minimum prices 
is made prior to December 31, 1942, the amount to the credit of the fund is to be applied, 
subject to the approval of the Governor in Commission, for the assistance of the fishing 
industry generally or particularly, (Commercial Intelligence Journal, 9/5) 





BRITISH COLUMBIA'S PILCHARD AND SALMON FIGURES DOWN 


British Columbia's salmon pack, pilchard receipts and production are both appreciably 
below those of last season on & comparable date, according to reportsfrom the Chief Supervisor 
of Fisheries at Vancouver, 


Landings of pilchards, as of September 5, were 28,695 tons, as against 40,516 tons 
on September 6, 1941; and meal manufactured, 5,046 tons as against 7,313 tons lastyear, Oil 
figures showed 550,212 imperial gallons as of September 5 this year; 1,167,395 gallons, 
September 6 last year, 


With salmon pack at 866,174 cases on September 5 this year, as against 1,146,196 cases 
on the 6th last year, production was about 2/4 percent less, Complete figures, in standard 
cases, were as follows: 








To September 5, 1942 To September 6, 1941 
Sockeye 371 5504 47 341 
Spring 15 »468 2l »365 
Chum 73,779 102,154 
Pink 263 ,228 317,149 


Coho 142,196 258 ,487 
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FISHERIES OF MARITIME PROVINCES 


For the present, it appears that the markets in Canada will absorb the fish whichare 
not disposed of elsewhere, despite isolated reports that fish were destroyed owing to lack 
of markets, according to an item in a recent issue of Foreign Commerce Weekly, 





One factory has reported that it is working at top speed to meet the demand for Nova 
Scotia canned lobsters, mackerel, and hake, As a result of the British purchases of British 
Columbia salmon, it has entered into a large program of canning Nova Scotia salmon, 


INDUSTRY'S SCRAP DRIVE SIGNALLED 


Through the Conservation of Salvage Division of the War Production Board, the Office 
of the Coordinator of Fisheries has been advised of the urgent need for scrap metals of 
all sorts, In this connection, the Coordinator's Office has been requested to cooperate 
in a procedure for collection and disposal of all available scrap metals vitally needed 
but now wasting in boat yards, on and under docks, and along water-fronts everywhere, Aban- 
doned, obsolete, or rusted ships' chandlery and gear; fire-razed or wrecked and sunken hulks; 
anchors, chains, cranes--all these items must be salvaged, 


Details not at this moment available will be published in the next month's issue of 
the FISHERY MARKET NEWS, In the meantime, Coordinator Harold L, Ickes asks every man con- 
nected with the fishing industry to "spot" likely metal, and be ready with information when 
called upon by local representatives of the War Production Board, 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES 


During the week ended September 12, a rise of 0,2 percent in wholesale prices of foods 
ought them to new high levels unequaled since the autumn of 1929, The Bureau of Labor 
tatistics' comprehensive wholesale price index of nearly 900 commodities rose slightly-- 
0.1 percent--to reach 99.2 percent of its 1926 average, 0.3 percent over August 15, and 
8,3 percent above mid-September of last year, 


— 
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In the retail field, sharp increases for certain foods exempt from price control brought 
he cost of living in 51 cities up 0.4 percent from mid-July to mid-August, On August 15, 
1e index stood at 117.4 percent of the 1935-39 level--about 19 percent above August 1939, 
just before the outbreak of war in Europe, 
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Retail price increase: for foods not subject to the Office of Price Administration's 
regulation amounted on the average to 2,2 percent from July to August, and to nearly 10 
percent during the three-month period since mid-May when the General Maximum Price Regulation 
became effective, Prices were 11.6 percent higher for fresh and frozen fish, for example, 
For foods controlled by the Office of Price Administration there was also some advance (0,5 
ercent) from July to August, Since May, these controlled foods have declined 0,3 percent, 
he total food bill went up by 1,2 percent from July to August, 
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Average retail price of a l-pound tall can of pink salmon on August 18 was 21.7 cents-- 
unchanged as compared with mid-July, but 16 percent above August 12, 1941. For red salmon, 
the 1-pound tall can rose to40,4, cents, 0,2 percent over mid-July and 32 percent over August 
12 of last year, 
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BACK COPIES OF FISHERY MARKET NEWS AVAILABLE 





There have been requests, from time to time, for back numbers of Fishery Market News, 





This notice isto inform subscribers and others that there are limited numbers of previous 
issues, dating back to'the first issue in January 1939, available, without charge, upon 
request to the Market News Section, U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior, 
Washington, D, C, 
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FISHERY TRADE INDICATORS 


(Expressed in Thousands of Pounds) 





Item Month Latest month me month previous month 
a year ago 





FRESH FISH LANDINGS 


Oe rn 16,998 27,315 19,393 
Gloucester, MAES, ccccccccsveseccosce 22,501 13,520 18 ,571 
Portland, MBING, ccccocccccceseccccccoe do 3,101 2.447 3,267 
Boston, Gloucester, and Portland: 
eae eee aye dic, cae 2,331 4,777 3,078 
Peas Die iL Fan? ee 9,881 14,456 12,669 
Re Dar nm pan vibaee 6ee4 Peeiare wa — 547 685 64.2 
PEM s oe ccccctcstees xe At EER do 15,859 12,879 13,014 
FISH RECEIPTS, CHICAGOL/ 
Salt-water fish....... eT en do 1,757 2,104 2,175 
PURINE S9Oe a oc c0o0sesesicdqecwne do 2,490 2,228 2,763 
SEE, WUE, cecvcncecsccess ee do 564 602 938 
RN 5 ts caan daca cobs cee ad5ae o3 éo. 2 1,609 2,206 2,123 
idee 6eacedetedscst pe do 1,987 1,636 2,412 
BY TIOIGRS acces ccecvecs atievat kines ee 1,215 1,091 1,342 
COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS2/ 
New York, N, Y,: 
Salt-water fish......... pee da iad August 6,285 4,269 5,612 
Fresh-water fish,........... Weteus do 1,477 1,485 1,244 
PIO, ONC. sic cisc cvedeeeeces do 1,048 1,195 930 
Boston, Mass,: 
URS TRO, co ccevccdcasereness do 17 ,489 13,123 15 ,838 
DPT TOU, ccccceccccesesdes do 27 36 16 
WNERESEON, ORG, covcccosies ivéicvee © ae 377 809 363 
Chicago, Ill.: 
eee £E, . gk oncsswcecnceeve do 1,600 1,610 1,688 
Prosh-water Tish. ....ccccccccsccese do 1 ,834 1,673 1 ,866 
Shellfish, etc. ....scccees eeereet do 387 503 620 
WRGEEEOET SOG, cccccccceceese bcscceck ee 397 185 428 
United States: 
Gad LILO, ocd ccsvce Fiweweeeedows do 3,28 2,616 2,812 
Haddock fillets...... Pate caes eevee ae 8,925 8 ,630 7 456 
Meter ercstacesentes vstereeee es do 13,587 14,156 11 ,375 
Mackerel (except Spanish)......... WF. ae 8,259 4,313 6,078 
MMS Sc ccc ccasecsers tees jeceee 3,084 4,229 ° 2,548 
eg ee SL i rE M 4,684 4,631 3,560 
EEE ie gaa ethtebasassy ae 1, ,670 4,938 2,968 
Mc cccgiseccascvecsedtbonsesess do 14,349 13,534 8,957 
SPI ccdccctecrcivosoe ves etereees do 2,547 1,483 3,995 
New England, all species,.......... do 30,995 26,660 23,334 
Middle Atlantic, all species....... do 19,091 16,976 15,278 
South Atlantic, all species......:. do 5,585 6,432 4,784 
North Central East, all species,... do 13,247 10,511 12,584 
North Central West, all species.... do 3,474 3,719 2,846 
South Central, all species......... do 3,157 2,204 3,056 
Pacific, G11 GpeClescciccdids veces ve do 23 , 583 22,103 19,464 





lj Includes all arrivals as reported by express and rail terminals, and truck:receipts as 
reported by wholesale dealers including smokers, 

2/ Data for individual cities are as of the last Thursday of the month, except those for 
Boston which are for the last Wednesday of the month, and those for geographical areas 
and the total of the United States which are as of the 15th of the month, 


Note,--Data for the latest month are subject to revision, 






























TRENDS OF FISHERY TRADE 
IN MILLIONS OF POUNDS OR CENTS PER POUND 
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FEDERAL SOURCES OF COMMERCIAL FISHERY DATA 


Fish and Wildlife Service Reports 
Current Fishery Statistics: 

Landings at Important Fishing Ports.--Monthly and anmual detailed data: Landings at Boston and Gloucester, Mass., and 
Portland, Maine, by poundage and value, and catch by species, gear and bank; and receipts and landings at Seattle, Wasb., 
and operations of Pacific Halibut Fleet. 

Freezings and Cold~storage Holdings of Fishery Products.--Monthly and annual data on fishery products frozen and held. 
Production of Manufactured Fishery Products.--Annual information on production of canned fishery products and byproducts; 
production of fresh and frozen packaged fish; summary of quantity and value of all manufactured fishery products; and 

preliminary statements on canned salmon and oyster packs and production of fresh-water mssel-shell products. 

Sectional Surveys.--Anmal information on number of commercial fishermen; kind and quantity of fishing gear operated; pound- 


‘age and value of catch; employment in fishery wholesale and mamfacturing establishments; and data on the production of 
narufactured fishery products for: 


New England, Middle Atlantic, Chesapeake Bay, South Atlantic and Gulf, Pacific Coast 
and Lake States, and Alaska. 





Fishery Market News: 


Market News Reports.--Daily, monthly and annual mimeographed reports on production, movement, prices, storage and canning 
of fishery products from 6 field offices. 


Market Nevs Review.--"Fishery Market News", a periodic current review of fishery marketing information. 
Annual Statistical Digest: 


Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce Reports 


Foreign Commerce Weekly.--Special textual and statistical reports by country, industry, and commodity in the interests of 
promotion of foreign trade. 


Bureau of the Census Reports 





and exported. 


"Quarterly Canned Foods Stock Report.--Information on canners and distributors stocks of canned salmon, sardines, and tuna. 
Foreign Commerce and Navipation of the United States.--Anmual report on imports and exports with principal items shown 
separately. 








cod-liver oil, whale oil, and other fish oils. 





Factory Consumption of Primary Animal and Vegetable Fats and Oils, by Classes of Products.--Advance annual report on pound- 
age of m@rine-aniwal (whale oil) and fish oil utilized in manufacture of various edible and industrial products. 
Animel and Vegetable Fats ani Oils.--Anmual summary combining two reports above, plus comparative figures for preceding years. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics Reports 
Wholesale Prices.--June and December issues contain average monthly wholesale prices of canned pink and red salmon, pickled 
cod and herring, salt mackerel 


ami smoked salmon for each of the preceding six months. 
The Cost of Living.--Mid-month report containing retail prices of pink and red salmon, and fresh and frozen fish. 


Tariff Commission Reports 


Periodic Renorts.--Include stwlies on specific fisheries or fishery problems. 


The National Archives 
Federal Regis Daily publication containing regulatory orders issued by all Government agencies, and available by 
subscription om the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D. C. 


“Available for official use of other Government agencies only. 
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